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                              Eduardo Tirella and Doris Duke, mid-1960’s 
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Rough Point: 52 years after Eduardo Tirella’s death. (Adam Fithers photo) 
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       Newport Daily News headline October 8th, 1966 with “missing photo.” 
 

 
 

   Eduardo Tirella’s Death Certificate showing massive upper-body damage 
 



 14 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Newport Harbor & Historic Hill (Duncan G. Todd) 
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The Author at his desk: The Newport Daily News 1967 
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The first story by the author on the Quality Lunch murders. 
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The follow up story on Stephen Robertson’s arrest October 7th, 1967 
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Doris Duke’s bedroom where the interview by Newport police  
was conducted on October 19th 1966, two days after the crash.  

(Adam Fithers photo) 
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Front page of The New York Daily News 
on October 10th, 1966 critical of Police 

Chief Joseph Radice’s refusal to release 
more details on Eduardo Tirella’s death. 
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The Dodge Polara wagon was so heavy that a tow truck had to be summoned 
to lift it, so that Eduardo Tirella’s body could be extracted.  

 
At lower left in the shot, two of the baluster rungs, knocked out of the heavy 

wrought-iron gates, can be seen. (Ed Quigley photo) 
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Transcript of the first and only interview with Doris Duke 
on October 9, 1966: The “bedroom” Q&A conducted by Lt. 
Frank Walsh and Det. George Watts. 
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Newport Daily News story on Oct. 10, 1966, after the “bedroom 
interview” led Chief Joseph Radice to close the Duke case, only 
to walk that back and re-open it within hours after he was 
pressured by R.I. Attorney General J. Joseph Nugent.  
 
That led Radice to conspire with Duke’s attorney Aram 
Arabian, to create a fabricated 3-page transcript of a so-called 
“interrogation” that never took place. What follows is that 
“transcript” with handwritten notes by Doris Duke who was 
presented with it after the fact. 
 
The effort at a cover-up was so ham-handed that the police got 
Doris Duke’s birth date wrong. She had to then correct the 
“transcript” and initial it by hand. 
 
If this had been the transcript of a live interview, the 
stenographer would have caught the date of birth mistake on 
the spot and corrected it in real time. 
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Miramar, the summer “cottage” of Dr. Alexander Hamilton Rice Jr.  
and Eleanor Elkins Widener Rice, whose previous husband and son  

had gone down on The Titanic. (Library of Congress photo) 
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The Newport Reading Room on Bellevue Avenue 

 
 

 
  The Reading Room Bar (Jerry Taylor Photo) 
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The Ledges, home of the Cushing family 
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The Breakers at Ochre Point as seen from The Cliff Walk 
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Dr. John Payson Adams and Muriel Vanderbilt 

At Hialeah Racetrack in 1958 
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Doris at her wedding to Porfirio Rubirosa Sept. 1st, 1947 (A.P. Images) 
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Duke and Castro (far right) serenaded at Birdland in New York  

by Big Jay McNeeley (Getty Images) 
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The Stone Tower in Newport’s Touro Park 
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Newport Mayor “Harp” Donnelly presenting the city flag       
to Queen Elizabeth II,  as The Duke of Edinburgh looks on. 
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The Tower, covered in ivy as it looked in 1867 

 

 
The Tower (at left) on the Winter Solstice when the sun shines through two windows  

every year. The moon  (at right) shining through two windows on Lunar Minor, an event 
that takes place every 18.6 years. (Photos by James A. Egan) 
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Photos from “Newport’s Back Yard,” Peter Lance’s four-part investigative series 
on housing conditions in Newport’s West Broadway neighborhood, published by 

the Newport Daily News August 28th to 31st, 1968. The caption read as follows: 
 

The children in the house (at left) ranging in age from 2-5 years old, were 
sleeping in one 10 x 10 foot room. The bedroom window of the house (at right) 

where this little girl lived, has been broken since spring.  
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From Part One of the series. 
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Residents picketing the home of one of the landlords,  
cited in the series for multiple violations of Newport’s 

Minimum Housing Code 
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The series won The Sevellon Brown Award, given by 
The New England A.P. Managing Editors Association 
and led to immediate reforms in the West Broadway 
neighborhood. But it also spurred Doris Duke’s 
acquisition of colonial-era homes for restoration, 
sparking protests that led to additional reforms and 
the enforcement of the Minimum Housing Code for 
the first time in many years.  
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The typewritten memo from Chief Joseph Radice to 
Eduardo’s brother-in-law Robert Aughey in which his 
personal effects, including his passport, were returned 
following his death. Strangely, Radice, an Italo-
American refers to Tirella as Edward. 
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 Eddie’s Dog Tags with Miraculous Medal. His grave marker and The   
 Bronze Star that he won for his heroism during The Battle of The   
 Bulge in WW II 
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At left, Eduardo next to Charles Bronson in The Sandpiper. At right, 
Edmund Kara and Eduardo in the MGM short, A Statue for The Sandpiper. 

 

 
  Eduardo with Kim Novak (left) and Sharon Tate (right) his close  friends. 
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   The Reliquary of St. Ursula, Eduardo’s last curating job for Doris Duke 
 

 
 

The card is from an inventory of art at Rough Point. It shows the purchase 
price ($2,500) the seller (The Blue Cat) John Perkins Brown’s shop on 
Franklin St. and the fact that Adé Bethune, who restored it, also dated it.  
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   The Great Hall at Rough Point, with photos of Doris Duke in the     
   foreground and priceless works of art surrounding them. Many of  
   the pieces in this room and throughout the home-museum were  
   curated by Eduardo Tirella (Adam Fithers Photo) 

 
 
 
 

  



 49 

 
 
 

       
 

 
Aram Arabian, her lawyer, and Doris Duke during the 1971  

wrongful death trial (AP Images) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 50 

 
A copy of Doris Duke’s driver’s license, which was to expire on 9.30.56,            
10 years before the homicide at Rough Point, It lists her ADDRESS as               
30 Rockefeller Plaza in NY City and her RESIDENCE as Honolulu, Territory         
of Hawaii, predating statehood. The question in is whether she had a valid 
license at the time she killed Eduardo. 
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Fort Adams, commissioned on July 4th, 1799 and named for 
President Adams, was greatly enlarged and fortified beginning in 
the 1820’s; principally by a labor force of 300 Irish immigrants who 
lived in Newport’s nearby Fifth Ward. Each summer it’s the site of 
the legendary Newport Jazz and Folk Festivals. 
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There were so many Newporters over the years named Sullivan, 
largely residents of “The Mighty” Fifth Ward, that nicknames were 
assigned to dozens of them.  
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One of the legendary clashes between the Newport working class and 
the Summer Colonists along Bellevue Avenue and The Ocean Drive 
involved Lillian van Rensselaer, a business woman and real estate 
agent who married into the aristocratic family of Peyton Laudon van 
Rensselaer, a member of the blue blooded class that founded New 
York City known as The Knickerbocracy.” 
 
She operated for years in Palm Beach, Florida, selling high-end 
properties before arriving in Newport, following Mr. van Rensselaer’s 
sudden and untimely death at the end of their honeymoon. 
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That was the nickname given by the populist-leaning press in the 
1940’s when Lillian waged a costly legal battle against Timothy 
Sullivan and his sister Julia, who lived in what Mrs. Van Rensselaer 
described as a “trash heap” at the edge of one of her Newport Estates, 
The Hedges.  
 
Filing multiple actions against The Sullivans, who captured the 
hearts of the press, she ultimately failed to dislodge them and Timmy 
“The Woodhooker” Sullivan and his sister became local folk heroes 
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Hulda Goudie, Doris’s chef with caretaker Howard McFarlane  
(Linda Knierim photo) 

 

 
 

Howard McFarlane’s daughter Linda, wrote a memoir of life at  
Rough Point, which included a chilling account of the death of 

Eduardo Tirella. The details are recounted in this chapter. 
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The chapter also offers a forensic analysis of the 1966 Dodge Polara 
wagon, driven by Doris Duke, which was the murder weapon. The 
photos below are from its owner’s manual, showing the location of 
the Parking Break Release and the size and location of the Accelerator 
and Brake pedals, which Doris Duke told police, confused her. 
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The dedication plaque for Queen Anne Square, the crown-jewel of 
Doris Duke’s Newport Restoration Foundation. On July 10th, 1976 
Queen Elizabeth II arrived in Newport for the Square’s dedication, 
but at the ceremony and a gala dinner hosted by Her Majesty aboard 
The Royal Yacht Brittania, the reclusive billionairess failed to appear. 
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DUKE’S MISTREATMENT OF EDUARDO 
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Ad for Martin Ransohoff’s production which featured Eduardo’s set 

designs and a bust of Liz sculpted by Edmund Kara, his partner. 
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