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Everybody loved Raymond

Plea expected Tuesday means Morua
would serve at least 17 years

By PETER LANCE
SPECIAL TO THE NEWS-PRESS

EDITOR’S NOTE: This is the sec-
ond in a five-part series on the death
of Mallory Rae Dies following a DUI-
related hit-and-run, the man behind
the wheel, Raymond Morua, at the
time a district representative for Rep.
Lois Capps, and the length various of-
ficials and politically-connected indi-

viduals wentto protect and later dis-
tance themselves from Mr. Morua.

It was 6:23 a.m. on Dec. 5, 2013.
Raymond Victor Morua III woke
up in the apartment he shared with
his fiancé, Teresa Montoya, on De
laVina Street in Santa Barbara and
used his iPhone 4 to find the story
he was looking for on the Santa Bar-
bara Independent’s website.

Before running out for the hard
copy of the weekly and while still in
bed with a blanket pulled up around
him, Mr. Morua texted Ms. Montoya
— already at work — with a link to
the online story and this comment:
“It’s my... greatest article ... I look
outstanding.”

Under the headline “Supes Force
Veterans Truce,” Mr. Morua was cit-
ed twice in a story on the raging con-
troversy between older and younger
vets on the best use for the Veterans
Memorial Building on Cabrillo Bou-
levard. The piece described how 2nd
District Supervisor Janet Wolf had

read a letter from Mr. Morua at the
previous Board of Supervisors meet-
ing, noting that he was an Iraq War
veteran who was a nonvoting mem-
ber on the Veterans Coordinating
Council.

He was also a district representa-
tive and the point-man on veterans
issues for Rep. Lois Capps, D-Santa
Barbara. His advocacy for veterans
rights wasn’t just Mr. Morua’s pay-
ing job as an employee of the U.S.
House of Representatives: it was
his personal mission.

But at 32, he was also a man with
a troubled past. He didn’t know it
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yet, but Dec. 5 would prove to be his
last full day as a free man for many
years to come.

Mr. Morua, whom his family called
“Roc,” was a decorated Army E4
who served 38 months in the 35th

Captain
America
shield in
hand —
that’s how
Raymond
Morua often
presented
himself

at public
events on
behalf of
Rep. Lois

REP.LOIS CAPPS ~ Capps.

Armored Regiment throughout Eu-
rope and Iraq. Since 2011 he'd be-
come something of a local celebri-
ty, appearing at dozens of functions
with the congresswoman and in her

Please see MORUA on A5

Hundreds attend
29th annual
Kite Festival

By TED MILLS
NEWS-PRESS CORRESPONDENT

It was overcast and cool in the
morning, but something about the
kites brought out the sunshine on
Sunday, when families gathered on
SBCC West Campus’ Grand Meadow
totake partinthe 29th annual Santa
Barbara Kite Festival.

Families filled the grassy area
that overlooks Leadbetter Beach,
but all the action was happening
far up in the sky as children and
adults flew kites both big and small.
Some were veterans of Kite flying,
others were in clubs, but a lot were
also just learning the joy of watch-
ing a kite grab an air current and
fly high into the sky.

Emceed by Kite Fest director Da-
vid Hefferman (also a marketer at
KEYT), the day included contests
for Most Beautiful Kite and High-
est Kite along with regular games
for children of chase-the-kite-tail.
It was at the end of this particular
kite— a fighting kite that looped and
spun and dived and dipped just out
of the kids’ reach — that one could
find the man who started it all.

Dressed in a white kurta, Rakesh
Bahadur started the festival with his
wife, Chris, 29 years ago, and is the
man responsible for bringing Kite-
flying awareness to Santa Barbara.
He used to own the kite shop next to
the Santa Barbara Museum of Art,
the first all-kite shop in Santa Bar-
bara. And that shop was an incar-
nation of a shop his uncle started
in San Francisco in 1963.

And through the Kite Festival,
he’s made generation after genera-
tions of fans and friends who treat

Soar winners
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Sissy Ann Tschernoscha helps her husband get their froggy kite off the ground during the 29th annual
Santa Barbara Kite Festival Sunday afternoon at City College.

him like family.

“Every country has one kind of
kite, according to the climate,” Mr.
Bahadur said. For America, it’s the
diamond shaped kite with the cross
sticks. Britain has box Kkites. India
has fighting Kkites, with strings that
can cut through your opponent’s line.
In China, as in India, kites come
filled with religious symbolism.

The fest started in Shoreline Park,
but moved to SBCC to solve parking
problems. Getting people involved
in the early days wasn’t hard, said
Mr. Bahadur, as a Kite in the sky is

Please see KITES on A4

Kids play chase the ta|I durlng the 29th annual Santa Barbara Kite
Festival Sunday afternoon at City College.

Politics test Silicon
Valley’s Russian ties

By MARTHA MENDOZA
ASSOCIATED PRESS

SAN MATEO — Entrepreneurs
and investors say Silicon Valley’s
fast-growing financial ties with
Russia’s tech sector are being slowed
down by current political tensions
between the White House and the
Kremlin.

“It’s safe to say a lot of investors
here are taking a step back to see
how the situation will unfold,” said
AlexandraJohnson, who manages a
$100 million venture fund called DFJ
VTP Aurora, a Menlo Park, Calif,,
branch of Russian bank VTB.

For decades, Russia’s sophisti-

cated scientists and engineers re-
mained at arm’s length from Silicon
Valley’s venture capitalists and mar-
keting mavens. That changed in re-
cent years with a flurry of invest-
ment, largely sparked in 2010 when
then-Russian President Dmitry
Medvedeyv visited the region and
met with high-tech leaders.
Russians investors, including bil-
lionaire Yuri Milner, who has large
stakes in Facebook and Twitter,
poured an estimated $2 billion into
U.S. tech firms over the past three
years, according to Ms. Johnson, who
organized a technology symposium
with venture capitalists and entre-

Please see RUSSIA on A4
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Dmitry Akhanov, president of the U.S. subsidiary of Russia’s state-
owned venture fund RUSNANO, poses in his office on Wednesday
in Menlo Park. Entrepreneurs and investors say Silicon Valley’s fast
growing ties with Russia’s tech sector are being slowed down by
current political tensions between the White House and the Kremlin.

By SCOTT SMITH
ASSOCIATED PRESS

CHOWCHILLA —The scarcity of
irrigation water in drought-strick-
en California has created such a
demand for well drilling services
that Central Valley farmer Bob
Smittcamp is taking matters into
his own hands.

He’s buying a drilling rig for $1
million to make certain he has
enough water this summer for
thousands of acres of fruit and
vegetable crops.

“It’s like an insurance policy,”
said Mr. Smittcamp, who knows
two other farmers doing the same
thing. “You have to do something
to protect your investment.”

With California in a third dry
year, well drilling is booming
across the nation’s most produc-
tive agricultural region, and some
drilling companies are booked for
months or a year. In some coun-
ties, requests for permits to dignew
wells have soared, more than dou-
bling over this time last year.

Farmers expect to get only a
fraction — if any — of the water
they need from vast government-
controlled systems of canals and
reservoirs interlacing the state.
In an effort to make up the differ-
ence, they are drilling hundreds
of feet deep to tap underground
water supplies.

Mr. Smittcamp said a licensed
driller he often hires approached
him, saying the demand for drillers
is so high that Mr. Smittcamp needs
his own full-scale drilling rig.

Mr. Smittcamp, whose Wawo-
na Packing Co. farms thousands
of acres, said he has written a
$150,000 check as a deposit and
the rest is due upon delivery of
the $1 million rig, which he ex-
pects to happen soon.

He estimates that he spends

$4,000 an acre tending his peach

ASSOCIATED PRESS
Jorge Vargas, a foreman for Maggiora Brothers Drilling Inc., poses
for a photograph while drilling an 800-foot-deep water well at an
almond farm in Chowchilla on Friday. In California’s drought, well
drillers are experiencing a boom in business because farmers are
relying more on groundwater to irrigate their crops.

Drought spawns
well drilling boom

“It’s like an insurance

policy. You have to do

something to protect
your investment.”

Bob Smittcamp
Central Valley farmer, on his
investment in a $1 million
drilling rig for emergency water

and grape crops before the har-
vest. If a well were to run dry
mid-season with nobody to call,
Mr. Smittcamp said he could lose
that investment— and perhaps en-
tire orchards or vineyards.

When the rig isn’t being used
on Mr. Smittcamp’s land, he said
the driller will put it to work on
neighboring farms to recoup the
investment.

The boom driving farmers to
such lengths is a result of drought
and a steadily improving economy,
said John Hofer, an underground
water consultant and executive di-
rector of the California Groundwa-
ter Association. Mr. Hofer said his
consulting firm started receiving
more calls lastyear, and that’s when
he predicted the rising demand for
drillers would follow.

“Ikept telling my friends and as-
sociates to look out, that it was go-
ingto get crazy, and ithas,” he said.
“Drilling is up big-time.”

The figures prove it. In Fresno
County, which leads the nation in
agricultural production, officials
issued 256 permits to dig new wells
in the first three months of 2014,
more than twice the number com-
pared to the same time last year.
That includes all types of water
wells used for agriculture and
homes.

In Tulare County, the number

Please see WELLS on A2
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Morua says Capps staffer invited him to event

Hl MORUA

Continued from Page Al

absence. As recently as three weeks
earlier, he’d carried his signature
Captain America shield while walk-
ing alongside her in uniform during
the Veterans Day Parade in Santa
Barbara?

AN EMAIL EXCHANGE WITH
JUDGE ESKIN

Mr. Morua enjoyed so much re-
spect in the local official commu-
nity that at 8:04 that morning he
got an email from George Eskin,
the recently retired Santa Barbara
County Superior Court judge who
had presided over Santa Barbara’s
Veterans Treatment Court.

Judge Eskin, who took an oath
Dec. 2 to return to the Superior
Court as an “assigned judge,” was
writing to ask Mr. Morua’s input
on an email the judge had com-
posed the day before and was try-
ing to send to key players in the
Santa Barbara Veterans Memo-
rial Building controversy. In that
Dec. 4 email, the judge wrote that
although he was not a veteran him-
self, he was the son of an Army colo-
nel and had lived in officers quar-
ters at Fort Sam Houston in Texas.
Calling himselfan “Army ‘brat,” the
judge described Mr. Morua’s letter
read by Mrs. Wolf as “superb” and
“Roc” emailed back that he would
see the judge for lunch.

George Eskin is married to state
Sen. Hannah-Beth Jackson, a San-
ta Barbara Democrat and ally of
Lois Capps. He became close to
Mr. Morua over veterans issues,
and their friendship would take
on huge importance in the next 24
hours following Mr. Morua’s alleged
DUTI hit-and-run at 12:04 a.m. Dec. 6
that left Mallory Rae Dies, 27, fight-
ing for her life.

Now at 10:46 a.m. on Dec. 5, after
he got to the Capps office on East
Carrillo Street, Mr. Morua texted
his fiancé that he was “Going to In-
dependent Xmas party later with
Chris.” He was referring to Chris
Meagher, an ex-reporter for the
Independent and former intern for
Santa Barbara County Superior
Court Chief Judge Brian Hill who
had taken a job that past June as
press secretary for Lois Capps.

Most of Mr. Morua’s professional
day, in fact, would be spent at events
sponsored by the Independent as he
worked the media, local politicians
and constituents on behalf of Mrs.
Capps attwo separate venues. By 11:
54 a.m., he was texting Ms. Montoya
from SOhO Restaurant and Music
Club where the Independent’s 28th
annual Local Heroes lunch was be-
ing held.

“At local hero lunch,” he texted.
“Everyone giving me props for vet
issue. I'm da man!”

After the event, Mr. Morua, who
frequently texted selfies — self-
portraits via cellphone — sent one
to Ms. Montoya taken in the men’s
room at SOhO.

COURTESY PHOTO

Mr. Morua loves selfies. This

one is from the men’s room at a
Santa Barbara Independent event
at SOhO Restaurant and Music
Club.

He also sent a selfie taken with
Santa Barbara City Councilwoman
Cathy Murillo. In that picture, Mr.
Morua can be seen wearing a self-
adhesive name tag that states “Ray-
mond M. Rep. Capps.”

“A district rep like Raymond
Morua is always working,” says Rus-
sell Caso, former aide to Pennsylva-
nia Republican Congressman Curt
Weldon. “From the moment you get
up, even when you're at home, you're
on the phone, on the Web, texting
— constantly doing the business
of the member of Congress you're
working for.”

He adds: “At a luncheon like
this honoring ‘local heroes, you're
working the pols, you're working
the press. For all practical purpos-
es, ifthe (member of Congress) isn’t
there, you're their presence. Having
district reps like Raymond allows a
Lois Capps to be in multiple places
at once.”

Later that afternoon, Mr. Morua
returned to the office and by 4:
44 p.m. he was heading to Mrs.
Capps’ home to bring her some files.
Afterhis conviction for two DUIs and
a separate hit-and-run in 2006, Mr.
Morua’s driver’s license had been
suspended until January 2013. Now,
with a 2007 Dodge Caliber that he’d
financed in March, he was constantly

on the road for Mrs. Capps. In fact,
the U.S. House of Representatives
reimbursed him for his mileage, add-
ing an average $320 per month to his
$36,000-per-year salary.

Afterleaving the Capps home, Mr.
Morua drove to Paseo Nuevo where
he parked and met Boris Palencia,
afriend and fellow veteran, for din-
ner at Eureka. There he ordered ribs
and two Four Roses bourbons on the
rocks. After discussing the Veterans
Memorial Building issue with Mr.
Palencia, Mr. Morua got back into
his vehicle and drove to the Ortega
Street public parking garage.

Just after 7:03 p.m., he texted his
fiancé that he was “with Chris” (Mea-
gher) and on his way to the Indepen-
dent’s invitation-only Christmas par-
ty dubbed the Holiday Bash.

INSISTING HE GOT THE INVITE
FROM CAPPS STAFFER

In a sworn declaration, Mr. Morua
stated that “on or about November
27th, 2013, I was in Representative
Capps’ office and was told by Vi-
aney Lopez that I was to attend a
Christmas party on Dec. 5, 2013, at
The Savoy, a club on State Street in
Santa Barbara. This was a holiday
celebration put on by the Indepen-
dent news magazine ... a private party
for invited guests.”

Ms. Lopez is the scheduler for
Mrs. Capps’ Santa Barbara and
Washington, D.C., offices. The Cal-
endar app on Mr. Morua’s iPhone 4
shows that he had originally intend-
ed totake Ms. Lopez with him as his
guest. Scheduled for 7:30 p.m. PST
on Dec. 5, the calendar entry says
“Independent Holiday Bash. At-
tendees Lopez, Vianey and Morua,
Raymond.” The entry included their
House email addresses.

The invitations for that party, like
the one below, went out to a list of
more than 650 advertisers, members
of the media and prominent local
figures from the academia, arts,
nonprofit and business communi-
ties. The list included multiple po-
lice and fire officials, deputy district
attorneys, the Santa Barbara may-
or and City Council members, each
of the county supervisors and Con-
gresswoman Lois Capps. Each guest
was requested to RSVP.
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BASH 2013

THURSDAY « DECEMBER 5
6:30PM

Invitation to the Independent’s
Holiday Bash, which Mr. Morua
attended before the hit-and-
run that resulted in the death of
Mallory Rae Dies.

Nearly 60 invitees initially con-
firmed that they’d be attending.
Among them: Roger Durling, San-
taBarbara International Film Festi-
val executive director; Doreen Farr,
3rd District county supervisor; Mrs.
Wolf; and Raymond Morua, who ad-
vised online that he’d be coming with
a guest.

In his sworn declaration Mr.
Morua said that after receiving the
invitation from Capps scheduler Ms.
Lopez, he decided to invite profes-
sor Susan Derwin of UCSB as his
“plus one.” Mr. Morua had worked
with Ms. Derwin on UCSB’s Veter-
ans Creative Writing Program. He
noted “my selection (of a guest) did
not need to be approved by anyone
in Rep. Capps’ office.”

Indeed, he added that he’'d at-
tended the 2012 Independent Christ-
mas party the year before as Mrs.
Capps’ representative, accompanied
by Trevor Zierhert, a fellow board
member with Mr. Morua in Future
Leaders of America, which provides
Latino youth with leadership devel-
opment skills.

“It’s important to consider,” says
Mr. Morua’s lawyer, Darryl Genis,
“that at no time from the 27th of No-
vember when he was handed the in-
vitation, up to and including the par-
ty did anyone from Capps’ office or
anywhere else suggest that he didn’t
have a right to be there or that he
wasn’t officially representing the
congresswoman at that event. That
includes the staff of the Indy, who
knew he was coming with a guestand
Chris Meagher, his Capps office col-
league, an alumnus of the Indepen-
dent whom he met at the party.”

The exterior video camera from
The Savoy shows Mr. Morua, still
wearing the grey sweater and tie
he’d worn at the SOhO event, walk-

In these security camera stills, at left, Mr. Morua walks past The Savoy, returning soon after, right, with UCSB professor Susan Derwin and
handing over his invitation to the Independent’s holiday party.

ing south on State Street where he
met Ms. Derwin just south of the
night club’s entrance. He returned
with her 44 seconds later and pre-
sented the invitation to an Indepen-
dent official as they went inside at
7:09:53 p.m.

In response to questions posed
by Mr. Genis, Ms. Derwin said that
no one at the door, checking names,
questioned Mr. Morua’s presence as
they entered.

The time code in the upper right
corner of the video is off by one hour,
since it wasn’t reset by The Savoy fol-
lowing the change to Pacific Stan-
dard Time in October 2013.

During the Holiday Bash, which
ran from 6:30t09:30 p.m., the interi-
orvideo cameras and a series of texts
and stills sent from the event docu-
ment Mr. Morua working the party
and interacting with a host of offi-
cials, Orfalea Foundation staffers
and members of the media.

He exchanged multiple texts that
night with James Joyce, deputy dis-
trict director for Sen. Jackson. On
Nov. 5, when Congresswoman Capps
attended a Santa Barbara City Col-
lege veterans event where Mr. Morua
was keynote speaker, Mr. Joyce spoke
on behalf of Sen. Jackson who was
absent.

At9:22 p.m., Mr. Morua had his pic-
ture taken with Mr. Joyce. Ten min-
utes later, he was photographed with
his arm around Erin Weber, who was
working at the Orfalea Foundation
and who previously worked as the
scheduler for Lois Capps, the same
joboccupied by Vianey Lopez, whom
Mr. Morua insists gave him the invi-
tation to the Holiday Bash.

COURTESY PHOTO

Erin Weber, left, of the Orfalea
Foundation and former scheduler
for Lois Capps, holding a glass
of chardonnay that Mr. Morua
says he bought her at the
Independent’s holiday party at
The Savoy.

Since the death of Mallory Dies,
Ms. Derwin appears to have shifted
in her commitment to Mr. Morua. On
Dec. 8, two days after Mallory was
run down as she crossed Anacapa
Street at Haley Street, she wrote a
letter of support. “I feel privileged to
have the opportunity to work close-
ly with Raymond, and I am commit-
ted to supporting him in every way
Ican”

Ms. Derwin also took the time
to visit Mr. Morua twice in County

UCSB PHOTO

Prof. Derwin

Jail after his arrest, which came at
the end of a high-speed pursuit in
which he crashed his car on Cabrillo
Boulevard near State Street, about
a half-mile from where Mallory was
hit, and was arrested.

Later she seemed more standoff-
ish. On Dec. 27, she was asked via
email to document Mr. Morua’s ac-
tivities at the Holiday Bash, but she
never responded.

The next day, Teresa Montoya, Mr.
Morua’s fiancé, said she asked Ms.
Derwin to confirm that Mr. Morua
was working for the congresswom-
an at the Independent’s party — an
issue critical to whether Mallory’s
family can recover damages from
the government. According to Ms.
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Montoya, Ms. Derwin told her that
she “didn’t want to go on the record
saying he was there on official busi-
ness.”

On March 18, in response to a se-
ries of questions posed by Mr. Ge-
nis, when asked if she believed that
Mr. Morua “was in the course and
furtherance of his duties for Cong.
Capps” at the party, Ms. Derwin re-
plied in a single word: “No.”

THE INDEPENDENT’S ROLE IN
THE STORY

The Holiday Bash ended official-
ly at 9:30 p.m. on Dec. 5 and though
it included a “no-host” bar where
guests paid for their own drinks,
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the issue of whether Mr. Morua
was working for Mrs. Capps and
consumed so much alcohol that he
later committed manslaughter could
present legal problems for the In-
dependent.

Underwhat is known as the “Dram
Shop rule,” The Savoy can only be
held liable for selling liquor to a mi-
nor who is obviously drunk and then
commits a traffic violation. That’s
not an issue here since Mr. Morua
just turned 33.

“But the Indy may not be so pro-
tected,’ says Mr. Genis, who settled
a lawsuit with the newsweekly af-
ter they sued him for withdrawing
aweekly ad in 2011. “And given her

Please see MORUA on A8
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links to the Independent as well as
the Capps Center at UCSB you have
to wonder at this point where Ms.
Derwin’s loyalties really lie.” (The
Walter H. Capps Center for the Study
of Ethics, Religion, and Public Life
is named for the congresswoman’s
late husband.)

Ms. Derwin is director of the In-
terdisciplinary Humanities Cen-
ter at UCSB. In January, the IHC
co-sponsored a series of dramatic
veteran-related readings with the
Capps Center. According to the
IHC’s online website, a member of
the IHC’s staff who works with Ms.
Derwinis D.J. Palladino, a film critic
who has been writing for the Inde-
pendent for years.

“The loyalties surrounding this
tragedy are extremely incestu-
ous,” says Mr. Genis, “particularly
when you consider that my client,
Raymond Morua, was with Lois
Capps’ press secretary, Chris Mea-
gher, atthe party. Chris clearly knew
that Raymond was on the job, but as
Capps’ spokesman, it'’s Meagher who
hasto defend Lois Capps’ indefensi-
ble position that somehow Raymond
was not only unauthorized to be at
the Indy bash, but that he actually
pocketed the invitation from a desk
in Capps’ office.”

Despite repeated efforts to get a
comment from Mr. Meager about this
issue and a host of other evidence
uncovered for this series regarding
Mrs. Capps, he has not responded.

MR. MORUA CONTINUED TO
WORK THE PARTY

Asthe Holiday Bash went on, Mr.
Morua continued to have his photo
taken with a variety of people. In
one group photo, he’s with Shel-
by Sim, a veterans supporter with
whom Mr. Morua interacted at mul-
tiple events; KEYT’s John Palmin-
teri, who interviewed Mr. Morua as
farback as 2011 when Mr. Morua was
head of the UCSB Student Veterans
Organization; and Catherine Remak,
co-anchor with Gary Fruin of the
“Gary and Catherine in the Morn-
ing Show” on KLITE 101.7 FM. (In
a story with few degrees of separa-
tion, Mr. Fruin’s wife, Camille Ci-
mini-Fruin, has worked as a client
representative for the Independent
for more than 20 years.)

During abriefinterview by phone,
Ms. Remak said she left the party at
about8:30 p.m. and she believed that
the picture was taken as she was on
her way out the door.

At8:39, Mr. Morua texted Ms. Mon-
toya, “Everyone loving me ... at the
party.”” While the event ended offi-
cially at 9:30 p.m., the evidence un-
covered in this investigation proves
that he stayed much longer. The pic-
ture with Ms. Weber was taken at
9:33 p.m. and he paid his bar tab of
$90.44 using his Bank of America
Visa card at 10:31 p.m.
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Mr. Morua’s cigar lounge receipt.
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CREDIT (Al

grab something, drop a box, break
some cigars. So I went in with him.
I grabbed the cigar he wanted. He
paid for it and he walked away. He
didn’t talk to anybody. He didn’t sit
there. He just came in and out.”

But the Savoy video, which shows
Mr. Morua walking up to La Aroma at
11:03 p.m. and the receipt that he re-
ceived after charging $24.82 seemsto
dispute that account. Why? Because
Mr. Morua’s Visa card was debited at
11:19:10 p.m.— more than 15 minutes
after the video shows him heading
toward the cigar lounge.

Further, Mr. Morua swears un-
der oath that when he went into
the lounge that night he ran into
Paul Weakland, a former sea ur-
chin diver who is very active at the
Veterans Memorial Building. In fact,
for several years, Mr. Weakland has
been representing himselfin a fed-
eral lawsuit seeking back-benefits
from the Department of Veterans
Affairs.

In a series of interviews begin-
ning Dec. 29, 2013, Mr. Weakland
confirmed that he’d sought Mr.
Morua’s help for his claim through
Mrs. Capps’ office. Mr. Morua insists
that after he left The Savoy he not
only met Mr. Weakland at La Aroma
but that he bought him a cigar (one
of two he purchased) and that Mr.
Weakland gave him a drink.

“Raymond told me that many of
the customers who frequent that
lounge bring in liquor in flasks so
they can enjoy a scotch or two along
with their cigar,” says attorney Mr.
Genis. “He remembers having a
drink with Mr. Weakland that night
while they discussed his case.”

Mr. Weakland insists that he never
gave Mr. Morua any alcohol, but his
memory of that fatal night is less pre-
cise. In alengthy interview at Farm-
er Boy Restaurant in Santa Barbara,
Mr. Weakland said, “I can’t say I was
there, but I can’t say I wasn’t. I just

Savoy
Santa Barbara

Date: Dec05'13 10:31PH
Card Type: Visa

Acct #: XAXXXANNXXRXOIIN
Card Entry: SWIPED

Trans Type: PURCHASE

Trans Key: CIC009414600453
Auth Code: 133814

Check: 6226

Check 1D: MORUA

Server: 404 Elliot L
Subtotal: B0 .44

m,_h_{ SR R
TU‘ML....-?.Q‘.’._-/([.-.__.
SIGNATURE
I Agree To Pay The Above Total
As Per my Cardholder Agreement

Savoy
Santa Baibara
404 E1l10t 1
Chk 6276 MORUA fist
Dec05"13 07 :45PM

5 Hend

45,00

2 GL Ssarind Chrd 18.00

1 Ketel One 9.00

1 #Giro 7.00

Charge Tip 10.00

XX0CONOX0331

Visa 90.44

Liquor 61.00

Wine 18.00

Service Chg 10,00

Sales Tax 1.44

Payment 80,44
------------ 404 Chack Closed-----
m==ss—m-====(gc05' 13 10:34PH------

Mr. Morua’s signed receipt and itemized bill from the no-host bar at
the Independent’s party at The Savoy.

The receipt, which includes a
$10 tip, documents that in addition
to two Summerland Vineyards char-
donnays, Mr. Morua bought a Giro
tequila, five Hendricks vodkas and
a Ketel One.

An exteriorvideo shows Mr. Morua
leaving The Savoy at 11:03 p.m. Ashe
exits, Mr. Morua walks down a step
and appears steady in his gait. In
the video he immediately turns into
the doorway of La Aroma de Havana
Cigar Lounge located next door to
The Savoy, at 411 State St.

CONFLICTING STORIES OF WHAT
HAPPENED NEXT

Accordingto Sam Atalah, co-own-
er of La Aroma who was working that
night, “Raymond came in stumbling.
Got his cigar and walked out. Didn’t
even talk to any person. And I re-
call that because he walked in and I
walked with him to the room (humi-
dor) because I was afraid he might

r — —

" Smart
Clips,

L

don’t remember.”

Mr. Weakland produced several
letters he’d sentto Mrs. Capps’ office
and the replies he got regarding his
legal case. He also confirmed that
Mr. Morua tried to help him.

In his sworn declaration, refer-
ring to Mr. Weakland, Mr. Morua
writes, “The discussions that we
were having were directly related
tomy job as field representative for
Lois Capps.”

“What’s important about that
meeting,” says Robert Stoll, attor-
ney for the family of Mallory Dies,
“isthat it suggests that even beyond
the Independent’s Christmas party,
Raymond is continuing to do what
he does day in and day out — work
for Lois Capps. Clearly this man (Mr.
Weakland) is a fellow veteran and a
constituent and the receipt from La
Aroma de Havana proves that Morua
was there as late as 11:19 p.m., which
is just 45 minutes before he struck
Mallory Dies outside EOS Lounge
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Data Detail - Continued
Tine TojFros Type!Unit Rate Code
Text Messages
Thursday, 12/05
09:00a Revd 805-816-3315 Text Message HSGY 0.00
09:12a Sent 805-816-3315 Text Message HSGU 0.00
09:52a Revd 805-204-7500 Text Message HSGY 0.00
10:21a Sent 805-204-7500 Text Message HSGU 0.00
04:59p Sent 805-570-7477 MTH TEXT MESSAG HS6U 0.00
05:02p Revd 805-5670-7477 NTH TEXT MESSAG HSGU 0.00
06:58p Sent B805-570-7477 HTH TEXT MESSAG RSGY 0.00
~Mridp Revd 805-550-8300 Text Message NSGU 0.00
Atitdp Revd 805-550-8300 Text Message HSGY 0.00
~H:18p Sent 808-550-8300 Text Message HSGU 0.00
11:18p Sent 805-550-9300 Text Hessags HSGU 0.00
~11:18p Rewd 805-560-0300 Text Message NSGU 0.00
11:1%p Revd 805-550-8300 Text Message NSGU 0.00

AT&T phone bill showing that on the night of Dec. 5, 2013, Mr. Morua
received two texts from Mollie Culver, Rep. Lois Capps’ district
director, whose cellphone number is 805-550-9300. He then returned
two texts and she sent him two more.

on Anacapa.”

A SERIES OF TEXTS WITH HIS
BOSS

While his meeting with Mr. Weak-
land may be subject to dispute, one
thing is clear. The AT&T bill for
Morua’s personal cellphone, which
he had with him that night, proves
that starting at 11:14 p.m. and con-
tinuing through the moment he paid
his bill at the cigar lounge, he was
texting with his immediate supervi-
sor, Mollie Culver, Mrs. Capps’ dis-
trict director.

The phone bill sent to his former
address in Ventura shows that on the
night of Dec. 5, Mr. Morua received
two texts from Ms. Culver, whose
cellphone number is 805-550-9300.
He then returned two texts and she
sent him two more.

A download from that phone
shows the following exchange and
times between Mr. Morua and Ms.
Culver who was standing in her park-
ing lot in Santa Barbara watching
the launch of a missile containing
a spy satellite from Vandenberg Air
Force Base:

CULVER: Rocket taking offin 30
secs. (11:14:38 p.m.)

CULVER: From Vandenberg (11:
14:45 p.m.)

MORUA: I know (11:18:30 p.m.)

MORUA: Not big deal (11:18:51

p.m.)

CULVER: I like watching :-) (1:
19:19 p.m.)

CULVER: From my parking lot
(11:19:46 p.m.)

According to an online report of
the mission in which a NROL-39 sat-
ellite was carried atop an Atlas V
rocket, the launch window opened
at 11:13 p.m. just before Ms. Culver
started texting.

“Think about that exchange in
the context of whether Raymond
Morua was on the job at that time
ofthe night,” says Dies family attor-
ney Robert Stoll. “He was about to
pay for some cigars he’d bought af-
ter admittedly meeting with a vet-
eran and constituent Paul Weak-
land whose case he championed in
Lois Capps’ office. Now here was
his own boss texting him about a
government rocket launch. Clearly
she still thought he was working at
that time.”

MS. CULVER’S ABOUT-FACE
AFTER MALLORY’S DEATH

On Dec. 13, two days after Mallory
Dies was removed from life support
and Lois Capps’ staff adopted the
position that Mr. Morua was unau-
thorized to be at the Independent’s
Christmas party, Mollie Culver was
interviewed by Detective JayCee
Hunter of the Santa Barbara Police
Department following his execution
of a search warrant on Mrs. Capps’
Santa Barbara office.

In a report memorializing that
interview, Detective Hunter writes,
“Culver denies that the suspect was
representing Representative Lois
Capps at the holiday Independent
party ... which the suspect attend-
ed on the night this fatal collision
occurred.”

“Culverspeculated that Represen-
tative Capps must have received the
post card invite for the Independent
holiday party in the mail and that
the suspect must have taken it upon
himselfto retrieve the invite card ...
and later used it to gain access into
the party.”

In that same interview, Ms. Cul-
ver reportedly told Detective Hunter
that “itisn’t Rep. Capps’ pattern and
practice to officially send a repre-
sentative to attend an event such as
the Independent holiday party be-
cause it was being held at a drinking
establishment and the expectation
would have been that there would
have been people drinking alcohol
which is the type of location and ac-

tivity which doesn’t fit into Repre-
sentative Capps’ concept of an event
in which she needs to be represent-
ed as a member of the U.S. House of
Representatives.”

ALCOHOL AND POLITICS

The idea that Congresswom-
an Capps might not be partial to
events where alcohol is served may
have had some genesis in the way
her husband’s political career was
launched. As fate and irony would
have it, when Walter H. Capps was
in the middle of his first successful
bid for office he owed his victory, in
part, to a drunken driver.

In 1994, Mr. Capps lost his initial
bid for the House to Andrea Seast-
rand, a first-time Republican con-
servative who swept into Congress
as part of the “Republican Revolu-
tion” led by former House Speaker
Newt Gingrich. Two years later, try-
ingto unseat her, Mr. Capps was the
lucky beneficiary of what the San
Francisco Chronicle called “a steady
stream of local media coverage any
politician would envy.”

That was because on May 23rd
of that year, the Lincoln Town Car
carrying Mr. Capps, then 62, and his
wife, Lois, was struck head-on by a
driver who was intoxicated.

After recovering from a series of
fractures and internal injuries, Mr.
Capps appeared in a wheelchair out-
side Santa Barbara Rehabilitation
Institute at a press conferences cov-
ered by six newspapers, three TV
outlets and a radio station.

He delivered an emotional speech,
comforted by his wife, who had sus-
tained cuts and bruises in the crash
herself. “I would never wish for a
car accident like this,” he said. “But
I have learned from it. ... Love and
caring for one another (are) at the
core of what links us.”

Taking advantage of what the
Chronicle called the “sympathy” en-
gendered by that DUI crash, Walter
Capps went on to defeat Mrs. Seast-
rand in what would be the beginning
of'a political dynasty; because after
he died of a heart attack 10 months
into his first term, his wife succeed-
ed him and she’s been in office con-
tinually since 1998.

“But this story from Mollie Cul-
ver that Lois never went to events
where alcohol was served is com-
pletely untrue,” says Teresa Mon-
toya, Raymond Morua’s fiancé. “Not
only did Mollie encourage Raymond
to drink, but many of the events he
took Lois to were sponsored by con-
stituents who made wine, or served
alcohol.”

An exchange of text messages

@) SMS Message

Saurce
SMSC:

Folder Sent
Timestamp:  10/21/2013 9:06:07 PM(UTC+0) | 4
Status: Sent

Parties

| = +18055509200 Mollie Culver

Body |; 4

Booze for Friday.

people who want to play it safe.

Kettle One Vadka, We can mix it with tonic, or raspberry juice.
Hennessy and Apple Juice, [ even ted it in Amsterdam at 2 live
porno show. We can probably get some JD and some coke for the

Text messages between Mollie Culver, district director for Lois
Capps, and Mr. Morua, discussing the drink line-up for Ms. Culver’s

Halloween party in 2013.

between Ms. Culver and Mr. Morua
leading up to Halloween 2013 seems
to corroborate that first point. Ap-
parently Ms. Culver was planning a
Halloween party at her home and she
asked Mr. Morua to help her with a
shopping list for drinks.

On Oct. 21 he texted her: “Booze
for Friday. Kettle One Vodka. We
can mix it with tonic or raspberry
juice. Hennessy and Apple Juice.
I even (tried) it in Amsterdam at
a live porno show. We can proba-
bly get some JD (Jack Daniels) and
some coke for the people who want
to play it safe.”

Lessthan a minute later, Ms. Cul-
ver texted back: “Sweet!! Love it!”

As to events Mr. Morua attended
on Mrs. Capps’ behalf where alcohol
was served, one picture shows him
with actor-singer Jeff Bridges at an
event for No Child Hungry, a worthy
charity that Mr. Bridges supports and
Mrs. Capps singled out for praise at
a panel discussion in May 2013. In
that shot, Mr. Morua is holding a
glass of white wine. In a text sent
from his office iPhone on Dec. 18,
2012, Mr. Morua not only openly dis-
cussed his drinking but seemed to
revel in his access to celebrities like
Mr. Bridges.

“You know what’s better than
drinking with Jeff Bridges?” he
wrote. “Being at a conference ta-
ble with him and kicking ass as a
congressional district rep in front
of him.”

Because so many of her constitu-
ents are in the wine industry, Mrs.
Capps regularly attends events
which include wine tastings. In
July, Mr. Morua accompanied her on
atour ofthe area of Lompoc known
as “The Wine Ghetto” where there
are 19 separate tasting rooms. Mrs.
Capps even issued a pressrelease in
which she reported, “I visited with
both J. Lohr Winery in Paso Robles
and the growing Lompoc Wine Ghet-
to, two important players in the wine
industry that is so critical to our re-
gional economic development.”

Asto alcohol as a fundraisingtool,
Mrs. Wolf, the 2nd District supervi-
sor who attended the Independent’s
Christmas party, threw a Capps fund-
raiser at her home on March 16,2012,
in which the level of sponsorship was
based on a cocktail theme.

Dubbed the “Cappsatini cock-
tail party,” the invitation cited the
names of various sponsors. The
largest contributors dubbed the
“Cappsatini Sponsors,” included
philanthropist Leni Fe Bland, and
filmmakers Victoria Riskin and Da-
vid W. Rintels.

NEWS-PRESS FILE

The late Walter Capps addresses the media following a head-on car

crash in 1996.

The “Cosmopolitan Sponsors” in-
cluded 1st District Supervisor Salud
Carbajal and former Santa Barba-
ra City Councilwoman Iya Falcone,
who pleaded no contest the follow-
ing October following a daytime DUI
crash in the Lazy Acres parking lot.
One of two reporters who covered
that story for the Independent was
Chris Meagher, now Mrs. Capps’
press secretary.

At the time of Ms. Falcone’s sen-
tencing, Mr. Meagher quoted Deputy
District Attorney Gary Gemberling
as saying that herblood alcohol level
readings of .23 and .24 “were enough
to warrant a 15-day jail sentence.”
Instead, Ms. Falcone, who ran for
mayor in 2009, was sentenced to
attend twice-weekly Alcoholics
Anonymous meetings, give four
public lectures on the dangers of
driving under the influence and
pay a $2,356 fine.

Perhaps the most powerful evi-
dence that drinking is far from pro-
hibited by Mrs. Capps’ staff is an-
other selfie Mr. Morua took while
sitting at his office desk. In it, he’s
seen holding a Pacifico beerinside a
cooling sleeve labeled United States
House of Representatives.

“The notion that Lois Capps for-
bids her staff from attending events
where alcohol is served is patently
absurd,” says Mr. Stoll, attorney for
the Dies family. “All of this is just
part ofthe hypocrisy that ensued the
minute young Mallory died.”

“Lois Capps’ office used all the po-
litical power and back-door machi-
nations that they could to save her
politically by helping Raymond while
Mallory was alive,” says Mr. Stoll,
“pbut then they cut him loose once
she passed away. All this talk about
him not being authorized to attend
the party and not sending her staff
to events where drinks are served
is a fiction designed to shield her
from her responsibility for this. It’s
simple. If Morua wasn’t her lead man
onveteransissues, he wouldn’t have
been at the party that night and if
he’d stayed home and not consumed
seven or eight drinks, Mallory Rae
Dies would still be alive.”

Matt Dies, the father of Mr. Morua’s
victim, compares the motor vehicle
Mr. Morua used to a murder weapon.
“Raymond Morua may have pulled
the trigger,” he says. “But I really
feel that Lois Capps, if not loaded
the gun, she gave him the ammuni-
tion. She put him in situations where
he’s going to be drinking. It’s a so-
cial lubricant and he’s out there for
her working those rooms. He also
talked about his problem openly. If
she didn’t know he had an alcohol
problem, then she’s incompetent. In
any case, she needs to be held ac-
countable.”

As his attorney, Mr. Genis, has
said from soon after taking on this
case, his client is holding himself ac-
countable for the events that fate-
ful night.

On Tuesday, Raymond Morua is
set to plead guilty to manslaughter
and admit to prior convictions, which
would bring a sentence of 15 years
to life in state prison. Also, says his
attorney, he will admit to violating
the California Vehicle Code require-
ment to stop at the scene of a colli-
sion, which would mean a five-year
consecutive term.

Mr. Morua would be eligible to re-
ceive a parole date after 12 years, but
must serve 85 percent of his 20-year
term, which means 17 years.

He will also admit to allegations
pertaining to great bodily injury,
which makes this conviction a strike
prior for Califoria’s three-strikes law,
says Mr. Genis.

email: news@mnewspress.com;
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