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Four more claim police misidentified them as gang members

By ANGEL PACHECO
NEWS-PRESS STAFF WRITER

The number of people alleging
Santa Barbara police misidenti-
fied them as gang members during
a 2013 press conference will grow to
10today, as an attorney plans to file
a claim for four more people each
seeking $1 million.

At the Nov. 20 press conference
at police headquarters, Santa Bar-
bara Police Department officials
discussed the gang-focused Oper-
ation Falling Dawn and displayed
numerous mug shots of the 68 peo-
ple they arrested, cited or referred
to the District Attorney’s Office for

Action stems from police press conference last year

prosecution.

In January, Whittier attorney
James Segall-Gutierrez filed a com-
plaint with the city alleging six of his
clients have signed affidavits con-
tending they aren’t and have never
been part of a gang.

The attorney will be back in San-
ta Barbara today to file a second
claim for four more clients on the
same basis.

The city has denied the first claim,
which led Francisco Romero, an at-
torney assistant in the civil rights
division of Mr. Segall-Gutierrez’s

practice, to believe the second will
be rejected as well.

If the city does reject the second
claim, the four new claimants will
be consolidated with the others in
a federal lawsuit that is expected
to come later this year, Mr. Rome-
ro said.

Sergio Sanchez, who was part of
the original claim, earlier this year
pleaded no contest to possession of
cocaine for sale and being armed
with a gun, and admitted that he act-
ed to benefit the Eastside gang.

But Mr. Romero said they will still

move forward with Mr. Sanchez
and all of their clients, and that Mr.
Sanchez’s plea was taken to avoid
harsher punishment.

“They’re justtakingthe plea,’ said
Mr. Romero.

Police spokesman Sgt. Riley Har-
wood previously told the News-Press
that the description of the photo-
graphed individuals wasn’t limited
togang members and gang associates
during the media conference.

They were also said to be people
who took part in crimes related to
the gang investigation, which could

have involved purchasing a stolen
item from a gang member.

“There’s a story behind each of
those individuals,” Sgt. Harwood
said.

Mr. Segall-Gutierrez contends
that by releasing the photographs
and names during the press event,
police Chief Cam Sanchez ruined
lives and publicly slandered his
clients.

In a statement, Mr. Segall-Guti-
errez said the recent dismissal of
more than half of the defendants
in Santa Barbara’s proposed gang
injunction highlights that the city
and its police department have neg-

Please see CLAIMon A7

RAFAEL MALDONADO/NEWS-PRESS FILE
Police Chief Cam Sanchez

Teacher of the Year

Allison Heiduk
of Vieja Valley
Elementary
named county’s
best

By ELIZABETH HAMILTON
NEWS-PRESS STAFF WRITER

The Santa Barbara County Edu-
cation Office has selected Vieja Val-
ley Elementary School third-grade
teacher Allison Heiduk as the 2014-
15 Teacher of the Year.

Mrs. Heiduk accepted the honor
Thursday from Bill Cirone, county
superintendent of schools, at the
county Board of Education meet-
ing.

“Allison is devoted to what she
calls ‘the three C’s model of educa-
tion’ — community, curriculum and
communication,” said Mr. Cirone.

“Walkinginto Allison’s classroom,”
he said, “you might find her wearing
a pink hat and a purple suede belt
teaching the foundation of good writ-
ing; or she might be in the front of
the room dancing to the latest chant
to teach anew topic. This is a class-
room where learning is motivating
and challenging.”

Mrs. Heiduk, who has been teach-
ing for more than 22 years, began her
career in the Belmont School Dis-
trict, where she taught kindergarten,
first and fifth grades. In 1995 she
began teaching in the Hope School
District, and hasbeen teaching third
grade at Vieja Valley since 20009.

Mrs. Heiduk earned a bachelor’s
degree in political science from

Please see TEACHER on A10
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Allison Heiduk, Santa Barbara County’s Teacher of the Year for 2014-15, is introduced Thursday by county Superintendent

of Schools Bill Cirone.
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DA sends
some Morua
information

to US attorney

By KYLE HARDING
NEWS-PRESS STAFF WRITER

Santa Barbara County District Attorney Joyce Dud-
ley confirmed Thursday that she has sent some infor-
mation on the case of Raymond Victor Morua III to the
U.S. Department of Justice.

Ms. Dudley said she forwarded the information to
André Birotte Jr., the U.S. attorney for the Central Dis-
trict of California, at the request Matt Dies, father of
Mr. Morua’s victim in a fatal hit-and-run collision in
December on Anacapa Street.

Ms. Dudley said she did not send any case files to
Mr. Birotte and did not elaborate on the nature of the

information she sent.

“If they ask for (the case files),
certainly I will (provide them),”
Ms. Dudley said.

On Wednesday, Ms. Dudley re-
ceived a letter from Mr. Dies accom-
panied by a petition bearing more
than 1,000 signatures asking her to
call onthe Department of Justice to
appoint a special prosecutor to in-
vestigate the activities of Rep. Lois
Capps and her staff after Mr. Morua,

Dudley

a Capps aide, struck 27-year-old Mallory Rae Dies, who
died several days after the collision.

Circulated by the foundation Vow4Mal.org, the peti-
tion also asks that Mrs. Capps “tell the truth” about a
number of allegations raised in a recent series by in-
vestigative journalist Peter Lance and published by
the News-Press.

One of those is an allegation that Mollie Culver, Mrs.
Capps’ district director, forged two U.S. Department of
Veterans Affairs forms in an attempt to get Mr. Morua
out of jail and into a federal treatment facility.

Mr. Morua pleaded guilty to gross vehicular man-
slaughter last month and faces 20 years to life in pris-
on. The Dies family has filed a wrongful death lawsuit

Please see DUDLEY on A10

Fracking ban proponents
turn in signatures

By KYLE HARDING
NEWS-PRESS STAFF WRITER

Aban on hydraulic fracturing and
other “high-intensity” methods of ex-
tracting oil and gas in Santa Barba-
ra County will be taken up by the
Board of Supervisors if a petition
circulated by a local activist group
is validated.

Katie Davis, co-chair of Santa
Barbara County Water Guardians,
told the News-Press that the group
has gathered approximately 20,000
signatures since April 5.

Forthe measure to move forward,
the petition must include 13,201 valid
signatures of registered Santa Bar-

Group members dropped offboxes
of signed petitions Thursday at the
county elections office, which has
60 days to verify the signatures.
Ms. Davis said the group checked
about 10,000 signatures against the
county’s voter rolls and she is con-
fident the petition will have enough
signatures.

The Board of Supervisors will take
up the issue after the signatures are
collected, and will have the choice to
either enact the ban or place a voter
initiative on the ballot in November,
Ms. Davis said.

Approximately 40 members of Wa-
ter Guardians in blue shirts reading

Rebecca Caassem puts the first box of signed petition forms on
the counter at the Santa Barbara County elections office. The
petition calls for a ban on fracking and other stimulation methods

RAFAEL MALDONADO/NEWS-PRESS

55 schools face federal
sex assault investigations

By KIMBERLY HEFLING
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — From huge
state universities to small colleg-
es and the Ivy League, 55 schools
across America are facing federal
investigation for the way they han-
dle sexual abuse allegations by their
students.

For the first time, the Educa-
tion Department revealed its list
of colleges under investigation on
Thursday — though no details of
the complaints — as the Obama ad-
ministration sought to bring more
openness to the issue of sexual vi-

campuses.

The schools range from public
universities, including UC Berkeley,
Ohio State and Arizona State, to pri-
vate schools including Knox College
in Illinois, Swarthmore College in
Pennsylvania and Catholic Univer-
sity of America in the District of Co-
lumbia. Ivy League schools including
Harvard, Princeton and Dartmouth
are also on the list.

The government emphasized the
list was about investigations of com-
plaints, not judgments. Education
Secretary Arne Duncan said there
was “absolutely zero presumption”
of guilt.
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Suit contends Capps,
government knew about
Morua’s DUI convictions

H DUDLEY

Continued from Page Al

against Mrs. Capps, the federal gov-
ernment and Mr. Morua.

The lawsuit, which was filed
in federal court in Los Angeles,
contends Mrs. Capps and the gov-
ernment knew about Mr. Morua’s
history of DUI convictions when
they hired him to a position that
required him to drive.

The Dies family also believes
Mr. Morua was representing Mrs.

Capps at a holiday party hosted by
the Santa Barbara Independent the
night of the collision.

Mrs. Capps’ spokesman, Chris
Meagher, said Mr. Morua was at-
tending the party as a private
citizen.

Thom Mrozek, a spokesman
for the Department of Justice,
said he could not comment on the
matter.

email: kharding@newspress.com

Schools say they have been
working with government

Bl ASSAULT

Continued from Page Al

Few details of individual cases
are known, but some are. One, at
the University of Michigan in Ann
Arbor, involves allegations of mis-
handling of a matter involving a
football player. The investigation
began after federal authorities re-
ceived complaints related to the
expulsion of Brendan Gibbons, a
former placekicker.

A student group examined the
school’s student sexual misconduct
policy and last month determined
the university failed to explain a
yearslong delay between the al-

leged incident and Mr. Gibbons’ ex-
pulsion in December. Spokesman
Rick Fitzgerald says the university
has been “fully cooperating.”

Schools on the list, for the most
part, were unwilling to talk about
specific incidents but said they
have been working with the fed-
eral department to be more respon-
sive to student complaints.

“We are hopeful at the end of this
there will be a resolution that will
strengthen our internal processes
and result in a safer community,”
said Dartmouth spokesman Justin
Anderson. “There’s always some-
thing we can learn and ways to
get better.”

NOW SELLING AT BRIAR CREEK

1030 Honda Way

3 Bedrooms, 2 /2 Baths
2,151 Sq. Ft.

=8 $350,755

This light, bright floot plan features an oversized great room enhanced by a
lovely gas fireplace. The kitchen is a cook's drearn with center island and

Heiduk: T am extremely humbled’

B TEACHER

Continued from Page Al

UCSB and a multiple-subject teach-
ing credential from Notre Dame de
Namur University in the San Fran-
cisco Bay Area.

“T am extremely humbled because
there are so many deserving teach-
ers in this county that work tireless-
ly day in and day out who challenge,
inspire and support their students,”
Mrs. Heiduk said.

“Being a teacher is probably the
best job in the world, but with that
also comes areal responsibility,” she
said. “We need to lead by the power
of our example, so as a teacher lead-
er and as the Santa Barbara Coun-
ty 2014-15 Teacher of the Year, I'm
looking forward to being that teacher
leader that can help continue to mo-
tivate and inspire not only students,
but teachers alike.”

Besides her work in the classroom,
Mrs. Heiduk explains the state’s new
Common Core standards to her col-
leagues.

“I'mvery excited for the Common
Core,” she said.

Common Core provides a set of
educational goals that teachers then
decide how to reach, Mrs. Heiduk
said.

The focus on student collaboration

By ELIZABETH HAMILTON
NEWS-PRESS STAFF WRITER

Seven elementary schools
in Santa Barbara County were
named California Distinguished
Schools for 2014.

They were among 424 schools
chosen statewide for their “strong
commitment and innovative ap-
proaches to improving student
academic achievement,” State
Superintendent of Public Instruc-
tion Tom Torlakson said at an an-
nouncement Wednesday.

The schools are Ballard Ele-
mentary in the Ballard School
District, Carpinteria Family
School and Summerland Ele-
mentary in the Carpinteria Uni-
fied School District, Cold Spring
Elementary in the Cold Spring
School District, Mountain View

Elementary in the Goleta Union

Seven county schools win honors

School District, Montecito Union
in the Montecito Union School
District, and Ralph Dunlap El-
ementary in the Orcutt Union
School District.

The California Distinguished
Schools award honors schools
that have made progress nar-
rowing the academic achieve-
ment gap, according to a County
Education Office news release.

The selection process involves a
written application that explains
the school’s signature program
and a visit from county education
employees to determine the va-
lidity of those programs.

For more information, visit
www.cde.ca.gov.

email:

ehamilton@newspress.com

and making technology accessible
to everyone is the key to empower-
ing children with the tools required
to succeed in the 21st century, she
said.

The biggest challenge with the
Common Core: It's new, and anything
that’s new will be challenging.

In the upcoming years, Mrs.
Heiduk hopes to tackle the prob-

lem of student motivation and get-
ting students excited about learn-
ing. She hopes the Common Core
will be a solution by allowing kids
to see the relevance of what they’re
learning.

The county Teacher of the Yearis
selected by a committee comprising
aformerteacher of the year, a coun-
ty education office administrator, a
member of the county board of edu-
cation and a PTA president.

Teachers can either apply for the
award or be nominated.

Members of the committee ob-
serve the nominees in their class-
rooms and interview them.

Mr. Cirone said the committee was
most impressed with Mrs. Heiduk’s
interactive teaching methods, inclu-
sion in her classroom and her lead-
ership skills.

As Teacher of the Year, Mrs.
Heiduk will compete for the state
Teacher of the Year award. The
California winner will be consid-
ered for the National Teacher of
the Year award.

Mrs. Heiduk will begin officially
representing the county as Teacher
ofthe Year ondJuly 1, succeeding Dos
Pueblos High School math teacher
Kelly Choi.

email: ehamilton@newspress.com

Opponents: Fracking too rlsky for environment

B FRACKING

Continued from Page Al

“Save our water” and “Ban fracking
in Santa Barbara County” showed
up at the elections office on Thurs-
day afternoon to turn in the peti-
tions, hauling them in white card-
board boxes.

“This is something you can’t buy,”
Ms. Davis said of the passion dis-
played by advocates of the ban.

Ms. Davis said fracking, steam in-
jection and acid stimulation pose too
great of a risk to the county’s envi-
ronment and could negatively affect
tourism and agriculture.

Proponents of well-stimulation
techniques overstate the econom-
ic gains that come from using the
methods, she said.

The methods in Santa Barbara
County would be used to extract
oil, not cleaner-burning natural
gas, Ms. Davis added.

The ban would only apply to on-
shore production, as the county does
not have jurisdiction over the waters
off'the coast.

A coalition of groups that oppose
the ban said it would drive up energy

RAFAEL MALDONADO/NEWS-PRESS

Boxes of petition forms are wheeled into the elections office.

In anewsrelease, Californians for
a Safe, Secure Energy Future said
the petroleum industry generated
more than $502 million in labor in-

Sabrina Lockhart, a spokeswom-
an for the coalition, said that there
are no active fracking sites in San-
ta Barbara County, but the ban will

of oil extraction.

Ms. Lockhart said that with the
passage of Senate Bill 4 last year,
California has already adopted the
strongest regulations in the nation
on oil production.

The state Division of Oil, Gas and
Geothermal Resources is working
on an environmental impact re-
port to enact regulations under
SB4. The new regulations are ex-
pected in January.

Ken Oplinger, president of The
Chamber of Commerce of the San-
ta Barbara Region, said the cham-
ber has opposed similarbans at the
state level, but has not had a chance
to look at the county ban yet.

The state measures would put
California’s energy independence
at risk and increase prices, Mr.
Oplinger said.

The Water Guardians’ ban was
crafted in part by attorney Nathan
Alley of Limestone Law & Policy Ad-
vocates. Mr. Alley previously worked
for Santa Barbara’s Environmental
Defense Center.

The initiative can be read at http:
/lwww.sbcountywaterguardians.org/
initiative/.

breakfast bar, full granite slab counter tops and stainless appliances. The spacious
master suite mcludes awalk-in closet, garden tub and dual vanities. Available
now for quick move in — ask about the seller credit towards closing costs.

1011 Honda Way

3 Bedrooms, 2 /2 Baths,
2,151 Sq. Ft.

$356,755

Beautiful 2-story with open, airy layout and oversized great room enhanced by
lovely gas fireplace. Kitchen features center island with breakfast bar, granite slab
counters and stainless steel appliances. This home offets a great cul-de-sac
location and is just minutes from Vandenberg Air Force Base. Available for
quick move in. Ask about seller credit towards closing costs.

1018 Honda Way

4 Bedrooms, 2 /> Baths,
Large Bonus Room

l 2,648 Sq. Ft.

$397,430

Very popular design highlighted by very large second floor bonus room. Large
family room is highlighted by gas fireplace. Roomy, well appointed kitchen with
center island, granite counters, smmless appliances and pantry. Lots of storage
throughout. Includes Builder Warranty: Available for Quick move in. Ask about
seller credit towards closing costs
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BRIAR (REEK

THE_ GARDENS

All Homes Offer VA & FHA Financing!

LiveAtBriarCreek.com

(805) 737-7377

Open Friday-Tuesday, 11am to 5pm (closed Wednesday & Thursday)
In Lompoc - Take W. Central Ave. to Western Ave. and follow the signs

costs and put jobs in jeopardy. come in the county in 2012.

also prevent conventional methods email: kharding@newspress.com

IN AN ACCIDENT?

When you make an insurance claim, don’t be steered by the insurance
company to their chosen shop due to guarantee issues. YOU HAVE THE
CHOICE. At Diamond Finish we GUARANTEE ALL OUR WORK!

DIAMOND FINISH

AUTO BODY

336 Edison (at Gutierrez), Santa Barbara 568-0744

SATURDAY SUNSET SPECIAL

4:30-6:30 Saturday evenings

Choice of prime top sirloin, grilled salmon filet
or double chicken breast with sautéed spinach, $13.95

HAPPY HOUR SPECIALS

on beverages and appetizers, 4:30 to 7:30

PARADISE CAFE

www.paradisecafe.com ¢ 702 Anacapa St. ¢ (805) 962-4416

Join Us!
And FQE

until noon
Goleta Senior Center

5679 Hollister Avenue
F OOD Tuesday, May 6th

Cooking Demonstrations

Cooking Healthy for One or Two by Julia Crookston

at the

Cooking with Brown Bag food stuffs by Monica DeAlba
Cooking for Diabetes by Gerri French, MS, RD, CDE
e Emily Luxford, MS, RD from Sansum Clinic

Nutrition Info fom

CalFresh

Rooftop Gardens

Brown Bag Program

Sansum Clinic Diabetes Education

Santa Barbara Organic Soup Kitchen

LEON and Family Service Agency & more...

FREE Lunch provided by CAC Senior Nutrition

@) e

FOODBANK T, o for your good health

sansum-
CLINIC
“or cent
Community e . e
Action /@". T}le Gildea Foundation
Commission LTEGR s he s b s iyt e —

Life

Transportation

Limited transportation available from Easy Lift Transportation. Call 681-1181.

UNFINISHED FURNITURE

1501 Palma Drive, Ventura, CA  805.639.9222
Tuesday-Friday 10-5:30, Saturday 10-5, Closed Sunday & Monday

elliots.com

we're taking the term Upward Mobility

to a whole new IeveI of comfort

Lift Chairs don't usually come NS
with zero gravity reclining, '
but now you can have it
all.The LifeChair by Relax The
Back® Zero Gravity includes

a cervical pillow and a built-in
inflatable lumbar support and
it is cushioned with pressure
relieving memory foamthat
conforms to your individual
contours.

..
| excLusive |
We've Moved To a New Location

—, 3309 State St., Ste. A, Santa Barbara
R E LA x T H E B A C K @ in Loreto Plaza near Gelson'’s

www.relaxtheback.com

No-Interest Financing
Available (0.A.C.)

805.682.2462

M-F 10-7, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 12-5
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