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Mallory’s dad
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Matt Dies

By SCOTT STEEPLETON
NEWS-PRESS CITY EDITOR

District Attorney Joyce Dudley
is mum about any plans to seek a
special prosecutor to look into the
activities of Rep. Lois Capps, Mrs.
Capps’ staff and other federal of-
ficials in the wake of the death of
27-year-old Mallory Rae Dies, who
was struck down in a DUT hit-and-
run by an aide to Mrs. Capps in De-
cember 2013.

The request came in the form of an
April 30letter from Mallory’s father,
Matt Dies, accompanied by a petition
bearing more than 1,000 signatures
asking Mrs. Dudley “the chieflaw en-
forcement official in the county, to
call for the appointment of a special
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District Attorney Dudley won’t publicly commit

prosecutor by the U.S. Department
of Justice to investigate.”
Circulated by the foundation
known as Vow4Mal.org, the petition
also asks that Mrs. Capps “tell the
truth” about a number of allegations
raised in a recent series by investi-
gative journalist Peter Lance and
published by the News-Press.
They include the insistence by
Capps staffers that Raymond Vic-
tor Morua III, 32, was “on a frolic of
his own” and not on the job repre-
senting the congresswoman when he
got drunk at a Santa Barbara Inde-
pendent party the night of Dec. 5be-
fore running down Mallory on Ana-

capa Street shortly after midnight;
an alleged “scheme” by Mollie Cul-
ver, Mrs. Capps’ district director, in
the days after the incident to get Mr.
Morua into a federal treatment fa-
cility, “something they never would
have done if he was ‘on a frolic of
his own’”’; offering conflicting sto-
ries about the day Mr. Morua was
fired; and Ms. Culver’s alleged forg-
ing oftwo U.S. Department of Veter-
ans Affairs forms to make it appear
Mr. Morua had signed them.

Then there’s the matter of what ap-
pearsto be an attempt by Mary Beth
Walker from the House Office of Gen-
eral Counsel —the taxpayer-funded

attorney for Mrs. Capps and her staff
—to induce the district attorney to
“segregate” what Ms. Walker called
“sensitive official information” from
Mr. Morua’s office iPhone.

In a strange move for the district
attorney, she responded to a News-
Press question about the merits of
Mr. Dies’ request sent to her alone
via email, with an email that she
also copied to Mr. Dies, calling him
“an extremely intelligent man and
a grieving father.”

“He has every right to make what-
ever request he deems appropriate,”
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Joyce Dudley

4 homes

damaged
by fire

A firefighter was injured and
four homes sustained significant
damage in a late Wednesday after-
noon fire on Dara Road in Goleta,
authorities said.

The firefighter was taken to Santa
Barbara Cottage Hospital but the ex-
tent of his injuries was not available
late Wednesday evening, said Mike
Eliason, spokesman for the Santa
Barbara County Fire Department.

The fire in the 600 block of Dara
Road was reported at 4:49 p.m.
and the first firefighters at the
scene found a home with smoke
and flames erupting through the
roof, Mr. Eliason said.

Gusty wind and direct flame con-
tact spread the blaze to two neigh-
boring homes before more engines
could reach the scene, and a fourth
home took damage from radiant heat
and smoke.

The fire was extinguished at 5:
55 p.m. The three homes that burned
suffered major damage, while the
fourth had moderate to heavy dam-
age from smoke and heat, Mr. Elia-
son said.

All occupants evacuated the
homes safely and the Red Cross was
at the scene to offer assistance.

The cause of the fire was not
known and investigators remained
at the scene Wednesday evening.

— Merrill McCarty

Flames billow from a home.
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An injured firefighter is treated.

conditions.

Heat wave
sweeps
county

Highs in 90s expected
before cooling starts over
weekend

By ELIZABETH HAMILTON
NEWS-PRESS STAFF WRITER

Aheat wave sweeping through Santa Barbara Coun-
ty this week is expected to continue today and Friday
before cooling begins over the weekend.

South Coast highs reached the low 90s Wednesday
and temperatures are expected to be in the upper 80s
today, said Stuart Seto, weather specialist at the Na-
tional Weather Service in Oxnard.

North County highs also reached the 90s. Santa Ynez
saw a high of around 90 Wednesday and a high in the
mid-90s is expected today, he said.

Highs should normalize in the lower 70s by Sunday.
Santa Barbara County usually sees highs around 69 de-
grees in late April and early May, Mr. Seto said.

While residents seek respite in the cool indoors,
county public safety officials are watching weather

If humidity levels drop and Santa Ana winds pick up,
conditions would be ripe for fire, said county Emergen-
cy Manager Joe Guzzardi.

“We'’re definitely paying attention,” he said. “Any-
thing could happen at any moment.”

The Office of Emergency Management has an employ-
ee monitoring the weather situation and staying in con-
tact with the Santa Barbara County Fire Department
at all times because of the heat wave, he said.

The National Weather Service issued a red flag

Please see HEAT on A8

Rancho Cucamonga
wildfire grows to 800 acres
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RANCHO CUCAMONGA — A
wildfire driven by surging Santa Ana
winds sent a choking pall of smoke
through foothill neighborhoods on
Wednesday, forcing the evacuation
of at least 1,650 homes and the clo-
sure of at least seven schools.

No homes burned, but the smoke
prompted mandatory evacuation
orders for several areas of town
nestled at the base of the San Ber-
nardino National Forest east of Los
Angeles.

Leo Lemelin, 67, and his fami-
ly busily loaded several cars with
belongings as they prepared to
leave.

“We'’re trying to pack up every-

thing we can into our cars from 45
years of marriage and eight grand-
children,” he told the Riverside
Press-Enterprise.

More than 500 firefighters battled
the flames near this city of 165,000
people.

The fire was reported about 8
a.m., grew to 200 acres by noon,
quadrupled in size within a few
hours and continued to grow as it
roared through dry brush, fire of-
ficials said.

Gusts of 60 mph or more prevented
firefighting helicopters from taking
tothe air, CalFire spokeswoman Liz
Brown said.

“They are not able to get off the

Please see WILDFIRE on A8

Smoke from a wildfire can be seen in Rancho Cucamonga
on Wednesday. Schools and homes were evacuated as dry,
gusty winds fanned a smoky wildfire in the foothills of the San

Bernardino Mountains.
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Sexually violent predator
to remain under guard

By ANGEL PACHECO
NEWS-PRESS STAFF WRITER

A sexually violent predator liv-
ing in North County will remain
under constant supervision for at
least a second year, a judge ruled
Wednesday.

Tibor Karsai, 61, was released into
Santa Barbara County in April 2013
under the supervision of the state-
contracted Liberty Healthcare,
which has been making sure Mr.
Karsai attends his treatment ap-
pointments and has kept him un-
der around-the-clock guard.

With the terms of his conditional
release up forreview each year, Plac-
er County Superior CourtJudge An-

gus Saint-Evens
on Wednesday
followed Liber-
ty’s recommen-
dation to keep
Mr. Karsai un-
der watch for
another year.

Liberty of-
ficials believe
Mr. Karsai still
has unresolved issues and that he
would likely take part in sexually
violent behavior without ongoing
treatment, said Michael Carrozzo,
a Santa Barbara County deputy
district attorney who attended the
Placer County hearing.

Karsal
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A firefighter sprays down brush as he battles a fire burning in Day Creek near the Etiwanda Preserve in

Rancho Cucamonga on Wednesday.

More than 500 firefighters battle flames

B WILDFIRE
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ground, so we are fighting this
with ground resources right now,”
she said.

Classes were canceled at Los Osos
High School about an hour afterthe
fire started.

“We're evacuating ‘cause there’s
high winds and there’s a fire right up
there,” student Shane McHale told
KTTYV, pointing to the mountains.

The fire erupted in the midst of a

heat wave that sent Southern Cali-
fornia temperatures soaringinto the
90s in some areas.

Los Angeles International Air-
port recorded a high of 87 degrees,
breaking the record for the day of
86 that was set in 1996.

At Long Beach Airport, the high
of 92 broke a 1996 record by 2 de-
grees.

Valley areas could see triple digits.
High temperatures were expected
through Saturday, with humidity in
the single digits.

The heat was accompanied by

winds gusting to 80 or 90 mph
in some mountains and valleys,
prompting the National Weather
Service to issue red-flag warnings
of extreme weather conditions into
Thursday night.

Utilities reported about 8,000 peo-
ple lost power because of wind-re-
lated problems such as downed
power lines.

Severe winds at Ontario Inter-
national Airport also caused some
flights to be diverted to Los Ange-
les International Airport, City News
Service reported.

Temperatures should be back to normal by Sunday
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warning Wednesday for Ventura
County. The warning about critical
fire conditions, wind and high tem-
peratures, will remain in effect un-
til 8 p.m. today.

Santa Barbara County experi-
enced 15 mph winds from the ocean
Wednesday, adding humidity to the
air, Mr. Seto said.

It’s the Santa Ana winds, which
come from the mountains to the
northeast, that increase the chanc-
es of a fire starting.

“There’s still an elevated fire con-
cern, though there’s no watch or ad-
visory,” said Mr. Seto. “We've been
in a drought where we haven’t had
rain for several years, so the fuel
— grass, logs and trees — are very
dry and the fuel moisture content
of plants and trees is low.

“So, if you get some gusty winds
and low humidities — 10 to 12 per-
cent — then they’d (the National
Weather Service) probably put a
warning out.”

The heat spell comes just days
before the fifth anniversary of the
Jesusita Fire, one of the most dev-
astating wildfires in county histo-
ry, which ripped through 8,700 acres
and burned 80 homes in May 2009.

The Public Health Department
put out a release Wednesday urg-
ing caution and common sense dur-
ing the heat.

“The elderly are more vulnera-
ble to temperature extremes and
we need to be vigilant on their be-
halfwhenever possible,” said Dr. Ta-
kashi Wada, county health officer
and director of the county Public
Health Department.

Herecommended regularly check-
ing on elderly friends, family mem-
bers and neighbors during the heat
wave; drinking cool non-alcoholic
beverages; taking regular breaks
in the shade or in air-conditioned
rooms; and not leaving pets or small
children unattended in vehicles.

Officials warned about heat ex-
haustion, which has symptoms of
dizziness, nausea and sweating.
Signs of heat stroke include the
signs of heat exhaustion as well as
flushed and dry skin.

The following locations are cool-
ing centers where people can go in
a hot weather emergency:

BUELLTON

9 a.m.-4 p.m. today and Friday,
Buellton Senior Center, 164 W. State
Route 246, 688-4571.

10 a.m. to 6 p.m. today and Friday,
12:30t0 5:30 p.m. Saturday, Buellton
Library, 140 W. State Route 246, 688-
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Jordan Rodnick takes a break during a tennis match to cool down on

a hot Wednesday.

North County highs also reached the 90s. Santa
Ynez saw a high of around 90 Wednesday and a
high in the mid-90s is expected today.

3115.

CARPINTERIA

10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. today and Fri-
day, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday, Car-
pinteria Public Library, 5141 Car-
pinteria Ave., 684-4314.

GOLETA

10 a.m.-8 p.m. today, 10 a.m.-5:
30 p.m. Friday and Saturday, Gole-
ta Public Library, 500 N. Fairview
Ave., 964-7878.

GUADALUPE

12:30 p.m.-6 p.m. today and F'ri-
day, 11 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Saturday,
Guadalupe Library, 4719 W. Main
St., Suite D, 343-1405.

LOMPOC

10 a.m.-7 p.m. today, 1-5 p.m. Fri-
day and Saturday, Lompoc Public Li-
brary, 501 E. North Ave., 736-34717.

9 a.m.-5 p.m. today and Friday,
Anderson Recreation Center, 125
W. Walnut Ave., 875-8100.

8 a.m.-8:30 p.m. today, 5:45 a.m.-7:
30 p.m. Friday, 8 a.m.-6:30 p.m. Sat-
urday, Lompoc Aquatic Center, 207

(

W. College Ave., 875-2782.

SANTA BARBARA

10 a.m.-7 p.m. today, 10 a.m.-5:
30 p.m. Friday and Saturday, San-
ta Barbara Public Library, 40 E.
Anapamu St., 962-7653.

SANTA MARIA

10 a.m.-9:30 p.m. today and Friday,
Minami Community Center, 600 W.
Enos Drive, 925-0951, ext. 208.

9 a.m.-4 p.m. today and Friday, El-
win Mussell Senior Center, 510 E.
Park Ave., 925-0951, ext. 207.

8:30 a.m.-10 p.m. today and Friday,
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday, Atkinson
Community Center, 1000 N. Railroad
Ave., 928-1802.

SOLVANG

10 a.m.-7:30 p.m. today, 10 a.m.-
5 p.m. Friday, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Satur-
day, Solvang Public Library, 1745
Mission Drive, 688-4217.

9 a.m.-4 p.m. today, 9 a.m.-2 p.m.
Friday, Solvang Senior Center, 1745
Mission Drive, 688-3793.
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Wrongful death claims filed against Capps,
the federal government and Morua
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Mrs. Dudley said.

In a follow-up message to the
district attorney forwarded to the
News-Press and others, Mr. Dies
states that neither he nor his at-
torney, Robert Stoll, “has formal-
ly made ... a request” for a special
prosecutor.

“Tam appealingtoyou first asthe
government’s chieflaw enforcement
person in SB County since your par-
ticipation would carry a significant
amount of weight and make such a
request difficult if not impossible
to ignore,” he writes.

Other attorneys, including his
brother-in-law from the Orange
County District Attorney’s Of-
fice, Mr. Dies states, tell him they
know of no “prohibition in the law
preventing (Mrs. Dudley), as chief
law enforcement officer of Santa
Barbara County from calling on
the Public Integrity Section at the
U.S. Department of Justice or the
House Ethics Committee to begin
an independent investigation of
the various crimes alleged in Pe-
ter Lance’s series.”

Given forgery is a state crime, he
adds, “you could also begin an in-
vestigation, but that would not pre-
clude you from asking the feds to
probe the federal crimes involved
include forgery and fraud on mul-
tiple VA forms.”

Mr. Dies also calls on the district
attorney to provide copies “of any
email or reply that you sent to Ms.
Walkerregarding herrequest toyou
to ‘segregate’ information contained
on Morua’s cellphone,” stating that
the information “could contain any
number of texts, emails, pictures

NEWS-PRESS FILE
Mallory Rae Dies

and other data that would be im-
portant to proving that Mr. Morua
was ‘on the job’ for Mrs. Capps at the
Independent’s Holiday Bash.”

He says Mrs. Capps’ office, asrep-
resented by Ms. Walker, “seems to
want to eat the cake and have it
too.”

“They act asif Morua is barely at-
tached to them and indicate that the
only way he is at the Independent
party is if he purloined the invita-
tion, but then he is carrying around
‘sensitive information’ on his cell-
phone. In their haste to distance
themselves after making extraordi-
nary efforts on Morua’s behalf, they
have become trapped by their own
contradictory statements.”

In a plea agreement with the
DA’s office that spared him a mur-
der allegation, Mr. Morua plead-
ed guilty to gross vehicular man-

“The weight of a
grieving father may
not carry the same
impact as that of the
district attorney in
the jurisdiction where
much of what has been
alleged occurred.”

Matt Dies,

in letter to District Attorney
Joyce Dudley

slaughter and faces 20 years to life
in state prison.

As first reported in the News-
Press, the Dies family filed a
wrongful death lawsuit against
Mrs. Capps, the federal govern-
ment and Mr. Morua.

In his letters to the DA, Mr. Dies
tells her that he can and will call
for a special prosecutor himself, but
adds, “I truly feel that your repu-
tation and your gravitas would go
a long way towards getting a spe-
cial prosecutor to look into the al-
legations.”

“The weight of a grieving father
may not carry the same impact as
that of the district attorney in the
jurisdiction where much of what
has been alleged occurred.”

Asked if she’d be seeking a spe-
cial prosecutor, the district attorney
told the News-Press, “I will be com-
municating with Matt Dies.”

email: ssteepleton@newspress.com
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A Placer County judge ordered
Mr. Karsai released to Santa Bar-
bara County, the home of his moth-
er, following his release from Coal-
inga State Hospital.

The Santa Barbara County Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office made a num-
ber of legal challenges against the
orderto release Mr. Karsai locally
without an address.

For now, Mr. Karsai will con-
tinue wearing a GPS tracking de-
vice and living in a recreational
vehicle parked in areas chosen
by Liberty.

Mr. Karsai’s attorney didn’t ar-
gue for his release from supervi-
sion, but Mr. Carrazzo expects that
to change when the case is back up
for review in 2015.

It will be more difficult each year
to convince a judge to keep the pro-
visions in place, and it’s only a mat-
ter of time before they’re suspend-

review in February 2015

ed, Mr. Carrazzo said.

Duringthe hearing, Mr. Carrazzo
informed the judge that the Santa
Barbara County District Attorney’s
Office agreed with Liberty Health-
care’s findings.

There may have been little Santa
Barbara County officials could have
done had the judge ordered the su-
pervision suspended or lightened.
The judge has alarge amount of dis-
cretion in the matter, and prosecu-
tors would only be able to appeal
a decision if it were unjustifiable,
Mr. Carrazzo said.

Even when Mr. Karsai is no lon-
ger under Liberty’s care, he will
have to follow various terms as a
registered sex offender, such as
letting law enforcement officials
know where he is living, the pros-
ecutor said.

“Protecting the community, vic-
tims, and their families, is an ongo-
ing duty that our office takes very
seriously,” District Attorney Joyce
Dudley said in a statement. “My of-

fice will continue to seek the most
stringent terms to ensure that our
community is safe from sexually
violent predators.”

Mr. Karsai was convicted of sexu-
ally assaulting a 19-year-old woman
in 1975, earning him an eight-year
prison sentence. Paroled in 1980,
Mr. Karsai was convicted later
that year of sexually assaulting a
16-year-old girl in Auburn, result-
ingin a 26-year sentence.

In 1985 he escaped the Dono-
van Vocational Institution in San
Diego, only to be arrested a short
time later.

All conditionally released sexu-
ally violent predators receive spe-
cialized sex offender treatment,
weekly drug screening and poly-
graph examinations, said Ralph
Montano, a Department of State
Hospitals spokesman.

Failure to comply could result in
areturn to custody.

email: apacheco@newspress.com

Pilot, plane recovered from San Francisco Bay
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RICHMOND — Crews recovered
the body of a pilot along with his
plane’s fuselage Wednesday, days
afterthe aircraft crashed into San
Francisco Bay following a collision
with another small plane that man-
aged to land safely.

A marine salvage company re-
trieved the single-engine plane in
an operation that was shown live
by at least two news outlets. The
body of the pilot could be seen in
the wreckage of the Cessna 210,
which plunged into the water on
Sunday.

Contra Costa County Sheriff’s
spokesman Jimmy Lee confirmed
that the body was “clearly visible,”
and he asked members of the me-
dia not to show images of the vic-
tim, whose name has not been re-
leased.

The Contra Costa County cor-
oner’s office, which took custody
of the remains at about 6:15 p.m.,
will identify the remains, notify
the next of kin and determine the
exact cause of death.

National Transportation Safety
Board lead investigator Howard
Plagens said the midair collision
occurred when the pilot of a vintage
Hawker Sea Fury TMK 20 pulled up
tothe left side of his travelling com-

panion flying the Cessna. The Sea
Fury’s pilot said he saw the Cessna
going down but did not see it crash.
The surviving pilot immediately fo-
cused on tryingto fly his own plane
to land safely, Plagens said.

“Obviously, he’s still shaken up,”
added Mr. Plagens, who interviewed
the surviving pilot twice. The Hawk-
er suffered tail damage.

Mr. Plagens said he hopes to
have a preliminary report about
the crash by Friday.

Using anunderwater camera, the
San Francisco Police Department
found the fuselage of the Cessna
210 about 4 p.m. Tuesday under
13 feet of water about 1%2 miles off
the Richmond shoreline east of
San Francisco. Diving crews fol-
lowed up about 5:30 p.m. to con-
firm the find.

It was not immediately clear why
the planes were flying so close to-
gether during the passing maneu-
ver.

John Cox, CEO of the consulting
firm Safety Operating Systems and
apilot with 44 years of experience,
said the distance that pilots should
maintain from nearby planes de-
pends on whether the planes are
flying together in formation.

“If they are not flying in forma-
tion, basically several hundred
feet,” Mr. Cox told The Associated

Press. If they are flying in forma-
tion, that distance may shrinkto as
little as 30 or 40 feet, he said.

The overtaking plane — in this
case, the Sea Fury — is responsi-
ble for maintaining separation, but
it’s possible that the surviving pilot
didn’t see how close he was to the
Cessna, Mr. Cox said.

The collision occurred late Sun-
day afternoon near the Richmond-
San Rafael Bridge. Witnesses at
Point San Pablo Yacht Harbor said
the Cessna spiraled out of control
and crashed into the choppy water.
Debris was found in the bay after
the collision.

The Sea Fury’s pilot landed at Ea-
gle’s Nest Airport in the small city
of Ione in Amador County, Federal
Aviation Administration spokesman
Ian Gregor said. The Sea Fury’s oc-
cupants — a husband and wife —
weren’t hurt.

Both planes had departed from
Eagle’s Nest Airportto participate
in the Pacific Coast Dream Ma-
chines, an annual festival at Half
Moon Bay Airport that features a
variety of planes, motorcycles and
cars. Both planes left Half Moon
Bay, about 20 miles south of San
Francisco, and were on their re-
turn flight.
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