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Ex-Capps aide admits vehicular manslaughter
Raymond Morua’s sentence could be 20 to life

“It was pretty hard and emotional for me today to ... hear the voice of the man who killed my child ... say guilty.”
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Matt Dies
father of Mallory Dies
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Swimming teacher turns
her Honda into a clownfish
to attract new students

By ANGEL PACHECO
NEWS-PRESS STAFF WRITER

A former aide to Rep. Lois Capps
who ran down Mallory Rae Dies, 27,
in his carbefore speeding away is ex-
pected to be receive 20 years to life
in state prison after pleading guilty
to gross vehicular manslaughter.

In custody since his arrest shortly
after the Dec. 6, 2013, hit-and-run
on Anacapa Street outside of EOS
Lounge, Raymond Victor Morua III,
32, admitted to the felony before San-
ta Barbara County Superior Court
Judge James Voysey as part of a plea
deal in which prosecutors dismissed
a murder allegation.

Mr. Morua also admitted an en-
hancement for leaving the crash site
and that he has two previous DUI
convictions.

In a dark suit and his hair
smoothed back, Mr. Morua entered
the long-awaited guilty plea in front
of Ms. Dies’ family and friends, as
well as supporters of his own. De-
fense attorney Darryl Genis told re-
porters and Ms. Dies’ father, Matt,
following the hearing that Mr. Morua
had tears running down his face as
he entered the plea.

“It was pretty hard and emotional
for me today to see Morua and hear
the voice of the man who killed my
child ... just hearing him say guilty,”
Mr. Dies told reporters following the
hearing. “I'm guilty of killing your
child.’ That’s what my brain is hear-
ing. That was pretty painful.”

As part of the plea agreement, Mr.
Morua will be giving an apology to
the Dies family during his May 28
sentencing hearing.

Attorneys agreed to the sentence
of 20 years to life, but just how long
Mr. Morua remains behind bars be-
fore he’s eligible for parole is up for
debate. Senior Deputy District Attor-
ney Arnis Tolks said it would be af-
ter 10 years, while Mr. Genis said the
sentence could be just shy of 17.

“I hope I'm wrong,” said Mr. Ge-
nis.

It was a deal that Mr. Dies said he
favored and leads to a just and fair
outcome. There was no guarantee
of a more significant punishment
with a trial, which also would have
put him and his family through a
lot of pain.

“I know there was video outside
of EOS, video that I never want to
see,” said Mr. Dies. “Had we gone
to trial, that would have been part

of the evidence and something as a
dad I did not want to face.”

Please see PLEA on A8

Raymond Morua on Tuesday pleaded guilty to gross vehicular manslaughter while intoxicated in the December 2013
death of Mallory Rae Dies. He will get 20 years to life in state prison.

MICHAEL MORIATIS/NEWS-PRESS

When the going got tough, those around Raymond Morua got going

By PETER LANCE
SPECIAL TO THE NEWS-PRESS

EDITOR’S NOTE: This is the fourth in
a five-part series on the death of Mallory
Rae Diesfollowing a DUI-related hit-and-
run; the man behind the wheel, Raymond
Morua, at the time a district representa-
tive for Rep. Lois Capps; and the length
various officials and politically-connected
mdividuals went to protect and later dis-
tance themselves from Mr. Morua.

Teresa Montoya awoke the morning
of Dec. 6, 2013, to a chilling voicemail
from her fiancé, Raymond Victor Morua
III, district representative for Rep. Lois
Capps. The man she was planning to mar-

Damage control

TUNE IN

Listen to News-Press City Editor
Scott Steepleton’s interview with
Matt Dies, father of Mallory Dies,
and investigative journalist Peter
Lance on the “Voices of Santa
Barbara” radio program, 10 a.m.
and 8 p.m. today and 10 a.m.
Sunday on KZSB AM 1290, the
Santa Barbara News-Press Radio
Station.

ry, a decorated Army veteran who had
been Mrs. Capps’ Central Coast point
man on veterans affairs, called at 6:

18 a.m. to say he’d been locked up.

“Baby pick up. It’s me,” he said. “I'm
in jail ... I had a DUI and they told me
I hit somebody. I'm in the police jail
and they’re going to move me to Coun-
ty Jail.”

Hours before he placed that call, Mr.
Morua, 32, was arrested on suspicion of
felony DUI causing serious bodily injury
and leaving the scene of a crash. Wit-
nesses identified him as the hit-and-run
driver of a red Dodge Caliber that struck
Mallory Rae Dies, 27, as she was crossing
Anacapa Street just after midnight.

Anhour priorto the crash, Mr. Morua
left The Savoy nightclub on Anacapa
Street where he’d represented Demo-
crat Mrs. Capps at the Santa Barbara

Independent’s annual Holiday Bash.

With Mallory now fighting for her life
in the intensive care unit at Santa Bar-
bara Cottage Hospital, Mr. Morua was
breaking the news to his loved ones.

“I’'msorry,” he said in that message to
his 38-year-old bride-to-be. “I love you
so much baby. I just want to be with you
right now. Please let everyone know.
Answer your phone please. I'm going to
call you back.”

About 15 minutes later came a mes-
sage that was more hopeful: “Baby... You
don’t have to call Mollie. I just went and
talked to her ... She’s going to try and
get me out.”

Mr. Morua was referring to his boss,

Please see MORUA on A5
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Sheriff Bill Brown presents North County jail plans
to the Board of Supervisors on Tuesday.

Sheriff hits

‘key milestone’
in jail plan

By SARA BUSH
NEWS-PRESS CORRESPONDENT

Sheriff Bill Brown passed a key milestone in realiz-
ing his long-time goal of building a new jail facility in
Santa Maria, presenting preliminary plans for staffing
and operating the facility Tuesday to the Santa Barbara
County Board of Supervisors.

While two supervisors brought up concerns about
the building’s design — it resembles the Santa Bar-
bara Municipal Airport
terminal — they agreed

that the project is way “We wanted to
overdue, and needs to

move forward. And after put a lOOk on
a three-hour hearing, the .1- .
board unanimously agreed the faClllt)/ so 1t
to approve the plans. bl en dS iTl Wlth

“Much work has al-
ready been accomplished
to make this jail a reality,
and I assureyouitwillbea
facility we can all be proud
of,’ said Sheriff Brown. “It
will provide an economic
boost to the county at a
time it is so desperately
needed.”

According the sheriff’s
presentation, the County
Jail facility is too small
and in many ways outdat-
ed. The new facility, which would sit at the corner of
Betteravia and Black Roads, would offer state-of-the-
art accommodations and services for inmates. It would
also allow custody deputies and jail personnel to bet-
ter monitor and manage inmates.

Sheriff Brown said the facility would serve as a hy-
brid of a jail and a prison, to cope with the state’s re-
cent inmate realignment policies that have resulted in
many prisoners being transferred from state facilities

the community,
and does not look

and feel like a big

concrete block.”

Bill Brown,
sheriff

Please see JAIL on A4

Police: GPS helped solve,
didn’t deter killings

By DON THOMPSON
and GILLIAN FLACCUS
ASSOCIATED PRESS

SANTA ANA — GPS technology helped police link
two convicted sex offenders to the rapes and Kkillings
of at least four women in California, but the mother of
one victim said Tuesday that the monitoring system
should have done more to prevent the crimes in the
first place.

“Ifthey were monitored correctly, then maybe none
ofthis would have happened,” said Jodi Michelle Pier-
Estepp, the mother of victim Jarrae Nykkole Estepp,
whose naked body was found March 14 on a conveyor
belt at an Anaheim trash-sorting plant.

The situation has raised new questions about the ef-
fectiveness of the devices that are supposed to deter
criminals by keeping them away from forbidden area
such as schools and playgrounds and from anyone who
has a protective order.

They are also supposed to be an investigative tool for
law enforcement to track down convicts.

Federal and state officials said the devices worked
as intended after Ms. Estepp was Killed, pinpointing
the locations of suspects Franc Cano, 27, and Steven
Dean Gordon, 45, after the crimes.

“Unfortunately, GPS monitoring cannot always de-
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COURTESY PHOTO

Mollie Culver, right, at an Eric
Garcetti event in Los Angeles.

Mollie Culver, a seasoned political
strategist. She’d been the campaign
manager for Mrs. Capps’last success-
ful re-election bid, and in May 2013
played a key role in Eric Garcetti’s
successful race for mayor of Los
Angeles.

Atthetime ofthe hit-and-run out-
side EOS Lounge, near Haley Street,
Ms. Culver was district director of
Mrs. Capps’ Santa Barbara office
and Mr. Morua’s immediate supe-
rior. Now, as his second voicemail
indicates, within hours of crash-
ing his vehicle after a high-speed
chase involving a good Samaritan,
she was about to make an effort to
help him.

TRYING TO GET MR. MORUA
OUT OF JAIL

Asthe evidence uncovered in this
investigation shows, Ms. Culver was
initially aided in her efforts to help
Mr. Morua by George Eskin, a recent-
ly retired Santa Barbara County Su-
perior Court judge whose wife, state
Sen. Hannah-BethJackson, D-Santa
Barbara, is an ally of Mrs. Capps. Im-
mediately after the crash,Judge Es-
kin, who’'d returned to the bench in
the role of “assigned judge,” would
help the accused drunken driver re-
tain the services of an experienced
local criminal attorney, Samuel K.
Eaton Jr.

ByDec. 7, Ms. Culver would text or
call Mr. Morua’s mother and fiancé
with information on Mr. Eaton’s fee
and tell Ms. Montoya that she would
help “cover” Mr. Morua’s bail.

Then, over the next two days, Ms.
Culver would go so far as to sign
Mr. Morua’s name on forms from
the U.S. Department of Veterans
Affairs with the intent of releasing
his medical records and getting him
into a treatment facility for veterans
in Los Angeles.

While there’s no evidence linking
Judge Eskin or Mr. Eaton to that ef-
fort, those VA documents and oth-
er records obtained from the U.S.
House of Representatives prove that
between Dec. 7-10, 2013, Ms. Culver
and staffers in Mrs. Capps’ Wash-
ington office went to great lengths
to help Mr. Morua, who was paid
through mid-day Dec. 10.

The very next day, the congress-
woman did a complete about-face;
effectively disowning her district
representative.

That was the day Mallory was
taken off life support. Almost im-
mediately Mrs. Capps’ office put
out a statement that Mr. Morua had
been fired as early as Dec. 8. His
private attorney, Mr. Eaton, with-
drew on Dec. 13 and that same day,
after initially signing his name on
VA documents to get him into the
treatment facility, Ms. Culver told
the lead Santa Barbara Police De-
partment detective on the case that
Mr. Morua was not authorized to be
atthe Independent’s party the night
of Dec. 5.

It was at that party where Mr.
Morua reportedly drank six vod-
kas in the hours before he got into
his vehicle with a reported blood
alcohol content of .17 and struck
Ms. Dies.

“Damage control,” is how William
Canfield III, former senior staff
counsel to the U.S. Senate Select
Committee on Ethics, sees it. “My
guess is that soon after they were
apprised of the hit-and-run and the
fact that Raymond had been drink-
ing, Lois or her staff or both com-
bined, made a concerted effort to
try and extricate her, and the way
they were going to do that was to get
Raymond into a VA program. The
way they were going to do that was
to use her congressional staffto do
things Raymond couldn’t do himself
— the idea being to put him into a

“Hon. Ge

orpge C. Eskin

COURTESY PHOTO
Judge George Eskin

program. He'd be away for awhile.
Maybe people would start to forget
this, maybe. But they went into dam-
age control.”

INTERVENTION FROM THE
FORMER JUDGE

In the weeks leading up to his
DUI arrest, Mr. Morua was heavily
involved in a controversy over the fu-
ture of the Veterans Memorial Build-
ing on Cabrillo Boulevard.

On Dec. 5,the morning before the
hit-and-run, he exchanged emails
withJudge Eskin and dined with him
at the Independent’s Local Heroes
Iuncheon. A former deputy district
attorney in Ventura County, the 76-
year-old judge had retired from
the Santa Barbara Country Supe-
rior Court in October 2013 after
10years on the bench, but the judge’s
wife made for other close ties to Mr.
Morua.

State Sen. Jackson appeared with
Mr. Morua at multiple events over
the last two years. In July 2013, she
was co-presenter with him at the
Latino Business Awards and in Au-
gust they both attended an anti-DUI
press conference. James Joyce, the
senator’s deputy district director,
was so close to Mr. Morua that they
each spoke at a Veterans Day event
last November, and the two aides
spent time texting and talking is-
sues at the Independent’s party in
the hours before the collision.

Judge Eskin was the impetus be-
hind the formation of the local Veter-
ans Treatment Court in August 2012,
presiding over its first “graduating
class” of five vets accused of vari-
ous crimes, who were allowed to
enter treatment rather than serv-
ing prison time.

According to Megan Behrens,
the public defender assigned to
the Veterans Treatment Court, one
of the principal facilities for treat-
ment court referrals was New Di-
rections for Veterans, a complex of
five treatment centers in Los Angeles
with a staff of 14 and 2011 revenues
topping $7 million.

New Directions is funded by fed-
eral grants and disability benefits
paid by the Department of Veter-
ans Affairs.

At 2:09 a.m. on Dec. 6, 2013, just
hours after Mr. Morua’s arrest, Judge
Eskin received an email from Ron
Dexter, an active member of Veter-
ans for Peace. Mr. Dexter, who had
no idea at the time that Mr. Morua
was under arrest, suggested toJudge
Eskin that the three of them get to-
gether to discuss the Veterans Me-
morial Building issue. At 9:06 a.m.,
also apparently unaware of the ar-
rest, the judge emailed him back
that he would “make time because
it’s very important to me.”

Butby 11:29 a.m.,Judge Eskin was
clearly aware of Mr. Morua’s situa-
tion. In fact he sent him an email
that contained no message; only a
subject line: “Sam Eaton (ASAP)
963-3014.”

Sam Eaton

Mr. Eaton is a former U.S. Army
officer and longtime friend of the
judge. The two lawyers worked in
the Los Angeles City Attorney’s Of-
fice at the same time in the 1970s,
and in 2005, they spoke on a panel
at UCSB together.

In an interview for this series
Mr. Dexter said, “There’s a history
of George and Raymond. He was
very impressed with Raymond and
when this happened he was very
upset, so he did what he could. He
suggested that money be raised to
hire Sam.”

But Mr. Eaton was not retained
right away. The next day, Dec. 7 at
7:39 a.m., Teresa Montoya got a call
from Deedra Edgar, a deputy pub-

lic defender. At
that point Ms.
Edgar had not D
yet been for-
mally assigned
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mond’s friend,
the judge, send
someone to help
him.”

Phone records indicate that
Ms. Montoya had three phone
conversations with Ms. Cul-
ver that day, including one at
4:27 p.m. She memorialized the con-
versations in a series of texts sent to
Mrs. Saucedo’s cellphone. According
to the text Ms. Montoya sent her at
5:49 p.m. “Sam Eaton” had been
“recommended” by Mr. Morua’s
“boss,” Mollie Culver.

At that point Mr. Morua’s family
was in a quandary as to whether
to stay with the public defender
or hire Mr. Eaton, the private at-
torney. Further, if they did that,
who would pay his fee, which Ms.
Culver estimated, according to Ms.
Montoya, to be $7,500 plus $1,000 for
an investigation. That was in addi-
tion to Mr. Morua’s bail, which, at
that point, could have been as high
as $10,000 since his total bond was
initially $100,000.

Ms. Montoya says Ms. Culver told
her by phone that she would help
with bail, but that the family needed
to contribute as well.

ByDec. 9,a Monday, Mr. Eaton had
taken the case and was going to ap-
pear with Mr. Morua at a hearing
the following day in Santa Barbara
County Superior Court. At 1:58 p.m.
Ms. Montoya sent Mr. Morua’s moth-
er atext confirmingthat, “Mollie got
word from the lawyer Sam. He will
be going today to meet Roc and so
will Deedra,” the public defender.

“Roce,” short for “Rocky,” is the
nickname for Mr. Morua used by
his parents.

SIGNING DOCUMENTS
FOR THE VA

On Dec. 9, 2013, Mollie Culver
left this voice mail message for Mr.
Morua’s mother: “Hi Rose, this is
Mollie from Lois Capps’ Office. Can
you please give me a quick call? 550-
9300. I've got just two quick questions
foryou on this paperwork for the VA
that we're trying to get in right away.
Thanks so much.”

The “paperwork” involved two
separate official VA forms. The first,

COURTESY PHOTO

Judge Eskin and his wife, state
Sen. Hannah-Beth Jackson.

COURTESY PHOTO

Sen. Jackson with Raymond
Morua at an awards ceremony.

Purported signature of Raymond Morua, reportedly
by Mollie Culver, Rep. Capps’ district director.

Form 10-5345, a “Request For And
Authorization To Release Medical
Records Or Health Information.” At
3:34 p.m., not long before Ms. Culver
called Rose Saucedo, the evidence
suggests that a copy of that form had
been faxed to Santa Barbara from
an office on Capitol Hill.

The form had been partially filled
out in a Courier typeface, presum-
ably by staffers in Mrs. Capps’ Wash-
ington, D.C., office. It requested that
Mr. Morua’s records be released to
New Directions for Veterans treat-
ment facility in Los Angeles. In a
box requiring a “Purpose or Need
For Which The Information To Be
Used” the partially filled-out form
said “Exploring treatment options
for Mr. Moura (sic) to address his ad-
dictions treatment needs.”

Asthe “Organization... To Whom
Information Is To Be Released” the
form listed “Office of Congresswom-
an Lois Capps 301 East Carrillo Ste.
A Santa Barbara” with the office
phone number.

There was only one other require-
ment before the form could be sent
in to the VA: Mr. Morua had to sign
it. But that afternoon the form was
filled in, not by the man accused of
a DUI hit-and-run sitting in Coun-
ty Jail, but allegedly by Ms. Culver.
Inblue ink she allegedly signed Mr.
Morua’s signature.

We know this because at the same
time FORM 10-5345 was faxed
from Washington, with Mr. Morua’s
named misspelled “Moura,” a second
FORM: 10-10 EZ “Application For
Health Benefits” was faxed to Mrs.
Capps’ office in Santa Barbara.

Ms. Culver signed Mr. Morua’s
name on that form as well, along
with other personal information in-
cluding his Social Security number,
date and city of birth, dates of mili-
tary service and his home address;
going so far asto list herself and her
cellphone number in the box for Mr.
Morua’s “Home Telephone.”

Usingthe same blue ink she’d used
to sign Mr. Morua’s name twice on
the first two-page form, Ms. Culver
then listed his gross annual salary
$36,000 and went so far as to write
$200 in a box requesting the “Cash

Please see MORUA on A8

COURTESY PHOTO

Sen. Jackson with James Joyce,
her deputy district director.
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Amount In (Mr. Morua’s) Bank Ac-
count.”

Ms. Culverthen signed Mr. Morua’s
name on that second form and dat-
ed it 12-9-13.

The top of that health benefits
application says, “Federal law pro-
vides criminal penalties including
a fine and/or imprisonment for up
to 5 years for concealing a materi-
al fact or making a materially false
statement.”

But Ms. Culver seemed to be in
an urgent rush to fill out that form
along with the Release of Medical
Records form. At1:28 p.m., she called
Ms. Montoya and spoke to her for sev-
en minutes. Ms. Montoya then texted
the gist of their conversation to Mrs.
Saucedo at 3:15 p.m.

“Mollie sent this: ‘Twill know more
on VA shortly. They are trying to get
him emergency admittance to a won-
derful in patient treatment that is
specific forvets dealing with legal is-
sues called new directions in la.”’

The fax number at the top of those
forms, from a machine on Capitol
Hill, confirms that they were sent
to Mrs. Capps’ Santa Barbara of-
fice between 3:34 and 3:35 p.m. on
Dec. 9.

The typeface, date, time, pagina-
tion and fax machine numbering se-
quence on that form is identical to
the same identifying information at
the top of a letter sent to Matthew
Stoll, an attorney in the firm repre-
senting the Dies family, from Mary
Beth Walker, the House lawyer rep-
resenting Ms. Culver, Mrs. Capps and
her staff on Dec. 23, 2013.

Ms. Montoya’s phone bill shows
that Ms. Culver called her at
3:36 p.m. —one minute after she re-
ceived those VA Forms.

“Mollie was desperate to get hold
of Raymond’s mother so she could
fill out those forms and get Raymond
out of jail,” Ms. Montoya says.

“Around that time Mollie called
me (and) said she needed personal
information,” says Mrs. Saucedo. “I
was in my car and she made it seem
sourgent, I pulled overto talkto her.
She wanted my son’s city of birth and
my marriage name. We trusted her
because, as his boss, we felt that
she was trying to help Raymond.
She was a government official and
we believed that she knew what was
best. We had no idea she’d (signed)
his name or that any of this was (pos-
sibly) illegal.”

By now attorney Mr. Eaton had
been hired to replace Mr. Morua’s
public defender, Ms. Edgar.

In a follow-up text that after-
noon, Ms. Culver told Ms. Montoya
that both Mr. Eaton and Ms. Edgar
would visit Mr. Morua in County Jail.
“Mr. Eaton would not have come into
this case but for George Eskin and
Mollie Culver,” says Ms. Montoya.

REACTION FROM
MOLLIE CULVER

When contacted by cellphone
March 20 about the VA forms and
other issues uncovered in this in-
vestigation, Mollie Culver said, “I
can’t talk to you on advice of coun-
sel” and hung up.

A follow-up email to Ms. Culver
included 13 questions including,
“Was Cong. Capps aware, at any
time, either prior to you filling out
the aforementioned VA forms or af-
terthe fact, that you were seeking to
get special treatment for Mr. Morua
by getting him out of jail and into the
New Directions facility with the as-
sistance of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs?”

As of Tuesday, Ms. Culver had not
responded. Neither had Rep. Capps,
who was contacted directly via her
website on March 20, nor had her
press secretary, Chris Meagher, the
former crime reporter for the Santa
Barbara Independent who was pres-
ent with Mr. Morua at the paper’s
Holiday Bash and may have been a
witness to him drinking alcohol at
that event.

REACTION FROM THE JUDGE

TOMORROW: The cover-
up. The Department of
Veterans Affairs’ admission
that it received the forms
signed by Ms. Culver, but its
refusal to comment further or
to allow Craig Lea to answer
questions about the effort
to get Mr. Morua into New
Directions. Mr. Lea’s recent
visit to Mr. Morua in jail and
the effort by the House lawyer
for Mrs. Capps to get the
Santa Barbara County District
Attorney’s Office to “segregate
what she called “sensitive
official information” from
his cellphone. It’s evidence
proving he was working for the
congresswoman in the months,
weeks, days and hours before
the manslaughter hit-and-run.

”

Multiple efforts were made to get
aresponse from Judge Eskin, but he
never responded. As noted, there’s
no evidence that he was directly
involved in Ms. Culver’s alleged ef-
fort to get Mr. Morua into New Direc-
tions, but when I contacted officials
atthe Los Angeles treatment facility
to ask if anyone there was aware of
that plan, Cindy Young, vice presi-
dent of development and marketing,
had this to say:

“There are many steps that would
need to occurbefore a veteran could
be court-ordered to New Directions.
For starters, a court process involv-
ing a judge, public defender and dis-
trict attorney would have to occur
that would lead to a decision to make
an alternative sentencing order for a
particular veteran. New Directions
has no power to bring a veteran into
its program that would somehow
sidestep this court process.”

“But at this point Mr. Morua
was simply charged,” says attor-
ney Darryl Genis, who took over
as Mr. Morua’s counsel Jan. 15, af-
ter Mr. Eaton had withdrawn and
Ms. Edgar resumed her represen-
tation of him.

“He was far from being sentenced,;
and while we can’t say for sure that
Judge Eskin had a hand in this, New
Directions was one of his veteran
court’s go-to facilities. We know that
Judge Eskin was the key to getting
Sam Eaton involved, and according
to what Ms. Culver was telling Ray-
mond’s family, this judge who'd only
stepped down from the bench in Oc-
tober, was interacting with her on
Raymond’s behalf in the days right
after his arrest.”

“What we do know for sure,” says
Robert Stoll, another of the Dies
family attorneys, “is that as late as
three days after this horrific acci-
dent, the district director of Lois
Capps’ office goes so far as to risk
violating federal law to get him out
of jail and out of town into a facil-
ity that would be partially funded
by U.S. taxpayers. She’s also heav-
ily involved in getting him private
counsel. Now why would Lois Capps’
lead staffer in Santa Barbara go to
those extremes if she believed that
he wasn't working in the course and
furtherance of Mrs. Capps’ interests
onthe night of Dec. 5 priorto the ac-
cident? This was a bold scheme to
protect a man, who was Mrs. Capps’
district field representative. A man
clearly viewed at that point as an em-
ployee.”

THE FACE-TO-FACE MEETING

On Dec. 10, 2013, Mollie Culver
called Teresa Montoya at 8:59 a.m.
“She told me she had some things
she wanted to talk about in per-
son. Not on the phone.” Ms. Mon-
toya says. “So she came over to the
apartment building on De la Vina
where Raymond and I lived. We sat
on the front steps and she pulled out
a file folder.”

That folder contained Sam Eaton’s
email address and phone number.
Inside was the second VA form that
Ms. Culver had filled out, the appli-
cation for benefits. There was also a
page of yellow legal paper on which
Ms. Culver had written:

Craig Lea

VA Desert Pacific Network (22)
562-826-8000 X 4323
craig.lea@va.org

“Mollie told me that she had al-
ready sent in the form to the VA for
the release of medical records, but
in order to complete the process of
getting him into New Directions, I
would have to fax the other form to
this man, Craig Lea, at the VA.”

Ms. Montoya says she asked Ms.
Culver why she had to meet her in
person to tell her this and Ms. Cul-
ver told her that, “our office may no
longer be able to intervene for Ray-
mond directly.”

“T asked her why not,” Ms. Montoya
says, “and she told me, ‘We have in-
side information that they’re going
totake Mallory offlife supportinthe
next 12-24 hours and ifthat happens,
we can’t be involved.”

At that point Ms. Montoya says,
Ms. Culver instructed her to fax in
the second form to Mr. Lea. “When
I saw that it wasn’t Raymond’s sig-
nature on the form, I questioned
that but she said, ‘We couldn’t get
it because he’s in jail, but if you get
thisto Craig (Lea) right away we can
get him into this facility in L.A. But
you have to do it today.” She also told
me she had lots of examples of Ray-
mond’s signature in the office as a
reference.”

“The impression I got from her,’
says Ms. Montoya, “was that things
could change radically if Mallory
passed away. So later that day, I
made a pdfofthe form (10-10EZ) and
emailed it to Mr. Lea. I got a confir-
mation that he received it.”

THE 180-DEGREE TURN

At 9 am. the next day, Ms. Mon-
toya got a puzzling email from Sam
Eaton, who was still representing
her fiancé: “RE: Case: Raymond
Morua ... So, as we have heard, the
young woman was declared brain
dead and taken off life support,”
he wrote. “This creates a very dif-
ferent situation where any ability to
affect the outcome is now very lim-
ited. The charges will be either 2nd
degree murder, 15 years to life; or
PC 191.5, vehicular manslaughter,
with 2 DUI priors, which is also 15
to life, to which they can add more
time (5 years +) for the hit and run.
Murder provides no good time/work
time credit reduction, and tho man-
slaughter charge is to 15% credits.

“I have told George Eskin and
Molly Culver that I don’t feel that
I should continue with the case.
The fees would be substantially in-
creased with no reasonable prob-
ability of affection the outcome. I
think Raymond should apply for
the Public defender.”

At 12:09 p.m., Mr. Eaton sent a
second email to Ms. Montoya: “Iam
pleased to have been of assistance.
I am very saddened by this news as
well. Raymond seems a worthwhile
person with alotto offer. Iwould only
feel worse if Tknew I was taking your
family’s finances with no real possi-
bility of doing anything meaningful
about the charges.”

Whatis so curious about those two
emails from Mr. Eaton, signaling his
withdrawal, is that Ms. Dies was not
declared brain dead and taken off
life support until 3:15 p.m. that day,
more than six hours after Mr. Ea-
ton’s first email stating that “we have
heard” that she passed away.

DISOWNING RAYMOND MORUA

Inthe hours afterthe death of Mal-
lory Dies, the Capps office took im-
mediate steps to disassociate itself
from Raymond Morua. First they
put out the word that he’d been
fired on Dec. 8, two days after the
hit-and-run. But records from the
House of Representatives show
him on the payroll at least through
Dec. 10, around the time Ms. Culver
asked Ms. Montoya to that in-per-
son meeting.

Later Mrs. Capps’ Chief of Staff
Sarah Rubenfield claimed Mr.
Morua attended the party “of his
own volition;” a position endorsed
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Lompoc Veterans Breakfast

When: September 4th
8:30am (Breakfast) 9:00am-12pm (Program)

Where: Lompoc Veterans Memorial Building
100 E Locust Ave Lompoc, CA 93436

County V50, Santa Maria VA Clinic, EDD

Who: Gongresswoman Lois Capps, Congressional Gaseworkers, Santa Barbara
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Atascadero Veterans Breakfast

8:30am (Breakfast) 9:00am-12pm (Program)

1916 El Camino Real Atascadero, CA 93423
Who: Congresswoman Lois Capps, Congressional Caseworkers, SLO Gounty VSO,

Cuesta College Veterans Financial Aid Office, Housing Authority of SLO, Social
Security Administration, SLO Veterans Center

RSVE: cappsvetsbreakfastnorthcounty@gmail.com or call 805-546-8348

Flier for a veterans event showing Lois Capps with Raymond Morua.

by House counsel Mary Beth Walk-
er on Dec. 23.

By the morning of Dec. 13, 2013,
a Friday, Mr. Eaton had formal-
ly withdrawn as private counsel.
Rose Saucedo, Mr. Morua’s moth-
er, says that though the family had
raised “about $4,000 in cash” to pay
Mr. Eaton, he never accepted their
money. At that point Deputy Public
Defender Deedra Edgar resumed
her representation of the accused
hit-and-runKiller. She was later re-
placed by Mr. Genis.

Meanwhile, just hours after Mr.
Eaton’s withdrawal, Detective Jaycee
Hunter of the Santa Barbara Police
Department served a search war-
rant on Mrs. Capps’ Santa Barbara
office. After executing the warrant
at 11 a.m., Detective Hunter inter-
viewed Ms. Culver, who only days be-
fore had tried to help Mr. Morua.

She now claimed that he had not
been representing Mrs. Capps at
the Independent’s Holiday Bash,
and that he may have actually tak-
en the invitation off a desk in the
district office.

Ms. Culver also told Detective
Hunter that, “The office was un-
aware of the suspect’s criminal past
of prior DUI arrests, a prior hit-and-
run and theft from Kmart.” (In 2006,
Mr. Morua was charged with DUIs
inJuly and October and leaving the
scene of a crash in December after
he broadsided a woman’s car in Ven-
tura. After the Kmart incident, he
was convicted of grand theft embez-
zlement and served 10 days in jail
in 2011 while he was working as an
intern for Mrs. Capps.)

Six days after that interview
with Detective Hunter, Ms. Culver
appeared to do another about-face
in a series of texts she sent to Mr.
Morua’s fiancé, Teresa Montoya.

“This is really upsetting us all so
much!!!” she texted Dec. 19. “pls tell
raymond...we love him and we’ll still
be there when this is over.”

Detective Hunter’s narrative of
the search warrant execution and
his interview with Ms. Culver makes
no mention of finding any of the VA
forms on which Ms. Culver signed
Mr. Morua’s name.

According to his narrative, the
search seems to have been limited
to “the suspect’s desk” where Detec-
tive Hunter confiscated some pho-
tographs, including one reportedly
showing Mr. Morua with “a male as-
sociate ... holding, what appears to
be glasses of beer (and) smiling for
the camera.”

“It defies belief,” says Mr. Morua’s

attorney, Mr. Genis, “that Capps’ dis-
trict director would risk breaking
federal law to get him out of Dodge
and into treatment if he wasn’t
working for them. The only differ-
ence between when Mollie Culver
forged those forms and her utter de-
nouncement of him to the SBPD was
the death of Mallory Rae Dies.”

JUDGE ESKIN’S APPARENT
TURNAROUND

On Dec. 15, nine days after inter-
vening to help Mr. Morua retain at-
torney Sam Eaton, Judge Eskin also
appeared to be distancing himself
from the decorated Army veteran
he’d been so close to in the days
leading up to the arrest.

Both Mr. Morua and his fiancé
had been part of an email list with
Judge Eskin that included 13 other
key players in the debate over the
future of the Veterans Memorial
Building on Cabrillo Boulevard,;
a controversy that resulted in Mr.
Morua being cited in an article in
the Independent on the very morn-
ing of the paper’s Holiday Bash.

At 6:55 a.m. on Dec. 15, Ellery
Price, commander of the local
chapter of Disabled American Vet-
erans, forwarded an email to the
members on that list from Attorney
P. Garfinkel, a friend of Mr. Morua’s,
who wrote, “It is my belief that Ray-
mond drinks as a reaction to possible
psychological factors resulting from
his time serving our country in the
armed forces.”

Judge Eskin’s response: “Please
delete me from this distribution
list.”

Shortly thereafter,Judge Eskin re-
turned to active duty as a Superior
Court judge and on Dec. 19, 2013,
after Ms. Montoya emailed to thank
him for “helping Mollie to find Mr.
Eaton” she asked if he was “interest-
ed in visiting with” Mr. Morua.

This was Judge Eskin’s reply:

According to Teresa Ruano,
spokeswoman for the California Ju-
dicial Council, “Judge Eskin took his
oath for the Assigned Judges Pro-
gram on Dec. 2.

That was four days before he re-
ferred Mr. Morua, then in jail, to
Mr. Eaton.

“He has had several assignments
inthe program,” she said. “The first
was in Santa Barbara beginning on
Dec. 23 and endingJan. 3. Since that
time, there have been several addi-
tional assignments, in Santa Barba-
ra, Ventura and San Luis Obispo Su-

Honors for trio
who helped nab
Dies’ killer

By SCOTT STEEPLETON
NEWS-PRESS CITY EDITOR

Good Samaritans who helped
Santa Barbara police nab the
hit-and-run driver responsible
for the death of Mallory Rae
Dies are among the recipients
of the 2014 Kiwanis and Santa
Barbara Police Department’s
Extra Step Awards.

Devin Shaw, 20, of Buellton, his
girlfriend Eva Pagaling, 23, and
Steffanie Colgate, 25, will join five
other people who showed “civic
heroism and devotion to their
community” when the awards
are handed out next week, it
was announced Tuesday.

Mr. Shaw was the designat-
ed driver for his girlfriend and
her cousin when Raymond Vie-
tor Morua III, then an aide for
Rep. Lois Capps, D-Santa Bar-
bara, plowed into Ms. Dies after
midnight Dec. 6,2013, on Anaca-
pa Street near Haley Street and
kept on driving.

Instead of letting him get
away, Mr. Shaw gave chase, with
Ms. Pagaling calling 9-1-1, and
Mr. Shaw was at the scene when
Mr. Morua crashed his carinto a
palmtree atthe entrance to Stea-
rns Wharf, at Cabrillo Boulevard
and State Street.

That’s where cops arrested
Mr. Morua.

Ms. Dies spent days on life
support until her family made
plans to have her organs donat-
ed to others in need, and then
said good bye.

Mr. Morua, 32, on Tuesday
pleaded guilty to gross vehicu-
lar manslaughter while intoxi-
cated. Sentencing is set for next
month.

Asdetailed in a five-part series
by investigative journalist Peter
Lance that started Sunday in
the News-Press, Mr. Morua was
at the Santa Barbara Indepen-
dent’s Holiday Bash the evening
of Dec. 5 drinking, while report-
edly working the room forthe con-
gresswoman. (She disputes that
he was there on her behalf))

A suit against the federal gov-
ernment is in the works.

The heroic efforts of Mr. Shaw
and the women were detailed in
Tuesday’s installment of Mr.
Lance’s series, which continues
today with part four.

Each year police officers in
Santa Barbara submit nomina-
tions for the Extra Step Awards,
accordingto Sgt. Riley Harwood,
adding the awards are presented
for acts of civic heroism and de-
votion to their community.

“These acts include saving lives
and aiding fellow citizens and po-
lice officers in the performance
of their duties,” he said.

The awards are sponsored by
the Kiwanis Club of Santa Bar-
bara, which hosts a lunch for the
recipients.

Nominating the trio was Jaycee
Hunter, the lead detective in the
Raymond Morua case.

The Extra Step Awards lunch
is set for noon April 23 at Mesa
Cafe, 1972 CIliff Drive, in Santa
Barbara.

email: ssteepleton@newspress.com

perior Courts.”

Ms. Ruano says “Judges who par-
ticipate in the Assigned Judges Pro-
gram” are held to the same rules in
the Code of Judicial Ethics as per-
manently sitting judges.

While there is no specific prohi-
bition precluding a judge from re-
ferring a personal friend to legal
counsel, several canons of the code
mandate that “a judge shall avoid
impropriety and the appearance
of impropriety in all of the judge’s
activities.

email: news@newspress.com;
peterlance.com

Matt Dies: ‘Only words I heard from (Capps’) office ... was ‘guilty’ from Morua’

B PLEA

Continued from Page Al

In addition to murder, prosecu-
tors dismissed a count of fleeing
the scene.

The murder charge carried the
same sentence of 15 years to life as
the vehicular manslaughter allega-
tion, said Mr. Tolks. But with a mur-
der conviction, prosecutors wouldn’t
have been able to add five years for
leaving the scene.

In Mr. Morua’s favor, he will be eli-
gible for parole sooner than had he
been convicted of murder, said the
prosecutor.

“It’s still a very heavy sentence,”
said Mr. Tolks. “The label is different
butit’s really not that much different
in terms of punishment.”

Mr. Morua will also be required to
take part in a video warning about
the dangers of drinking and driv-
ing. It’s a condition the Dies family
wanted in the agreement because
they wanted something positive to
come from the tragedy, the prose-
cutor said.

Mr. Genis told reporters he ap-
proached Mr. Dies following the
hearing about a possible driving
safety video, as well as to commu-
nicate his client’s remorse.

Mr. Morua early on told his attor-
ney he wanted to take responsibility
forthe death, but pleaded not guilty
tothe allegations late last month. Mr.
Genis described this as a formali-
ty to move the case forward into a
courtroom that was more suitable
for a sentencing hearing,

If convicted of all charges, Mr.

Morua was facing as many as
24 years to life, said Mr. Genis.

Describing Mr. Morua’s tears dur-
ingthe hearing as appearingto be of
remorse and regret, Mr. Genis said
he was proud of Mr. Morua for tak-
ingresponsibility, and he hopes Mrs.
Capps will follow.

After spending the evening of
Dec.5 drinking at a downtown
Christmas party hosted by the San-
ta Barbara Independent, Mr. Morua
struck Ms. Dies in his Dodge Caliber
as she legally crossed the 500 block
of Anacapa Street, authorities said.
Mr. Morua sped off, only to crash into
a palm tree at the foot of Stearns
Wharfon Cabrillo Boulevard, where
police caught up with him.

While an attorney forthe Dies fam-
ily joins Mr. Genis in saying that Mr.
Morua was on the job that evening,

which would make his employer li-
able, the congresswoman has main-
tained Mr. Morua wasn’t represent-
ing her at the party.

In a statement Tuesday, Mrs.
Capps said, “I am hopeful today’s
court developments bring a small
sense of peace to the family and
friends of Mallory Rae Dies, and
my thoughts and prayers remain
with them. The loss of their loved
one was and is a tragedy. It is clear
she had an impact on many people’s
lives. I know what it is like to lose a
child and no parent should have to
experience that.”

Mr. Dies said he is disturbed by
what he calls Mrs. Capps’ dishon-
est attitude.

“There’s a human decency that
should have been displayed that
never has,” he said.

Should there be a settlement with
the federal government, Mr. Dies said
most of the money would go toward
the Vow4Mal Foundation, which is
working to curb drinking and driv-
ing. The foundation, at vow4mal.org,
has adopted the slogan, “Show love,
save lives.”

“That’s what Mallory was about.
She was about caring for people,”
said Mr. Dies.

As of Tuesday morning, Mr.
Dies said Mrs. Capps’ office hasn’t
reached out to him.

“The only words I've heard from
anyone in her office were in this
courtroom right now. And that was
‘guilty’ from Morua.”

email: apacheco@newspress.com
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